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EDITORIAL COMMENT

All the material presented in this book has been supplied by the Institutes concerned.  All Institutes 
were requested to provide the factual information at the beginning of each entry, plus memories of 
their Institute.  Each Institute interpreted this request differently, so the resultant entries vary greatly 
in content and format.  Very little editing has been done, some to tailor the piece to fit a page, and 
some to avoid duplication of information. e.g. Institutes were normally formed after a visit from a 
travelling exhibition of crafts and a SWRI Organiser; and Institutes usually met  during the week of 
a full moon, in order that those walking or cycling to meetings would do so on the nights with the 
brightest moonlight.

The reports on defunct Institutes have been compiled from archive material which was stored by the 
Federation when an Institute closed.

E.F. & H.F.



MORAY&NAIRN 
FEDERATION

MEETING TO FORM S.W.R.I. FEDERATION

27th NOVEMBER 1926.

On the 27th November a meeting of Moray & Naim S.W.R.I.s was held in Elgin. Two delegates 

were forwarded from each of the six Institutes with Mrs Brodie of Lethen Presiding. After Miss 

Parton  Organiser  explained  the  benefits  of  such  a  Federation,  on  the  motion  of  Mrs  Duncan 

Lhanbryde seconded by Miss Black Sheriffston the Federation was duly formed with Mrs Brodie of 

Lethen President, Miss Black Vice President, Miss Planck Treasurer. These officials accepted office 

for one year.  Two representatives from each Institute will  be elected to the committee of their  

County Federation. With 10/- from each Institute to cover the Federation expenses.

As the Government Grant ceases in October 1927 Scheme 1 was adopted - with minor alterations - 

at the meeting held in Edinbrugh in the Autumn. Each Institute is asked to forward 6d per member 

to the Federation Secretary the money to be raised as each Institute deems best.

Mrs Brodie.



BIRNIE

Date Formed 5th November 1947

Meeting Place Birnie Public Hall

First Meeting 5th November 1947

Honorary Members President Mrs J Morrison; Mrs L Grant; Mrs I Allan

List of Presidents Mrs Robertson; Mrs Morrison; Mrs Fraser; Mrs Garrow; Mrs Miller; Mrs 
Mustard; Mrs Mutch; Mrs Jamieson; Mrs Oswald

List of Founder Members (16) Mrs Robertson; Miss James; Mrs MacDonald; Mrs Jack; Mrs 
Marshall; Mrs Stewart; Mrs Hendry; Mrs Kerr; Mrs Grant; Mrs Allan; 

Membership High and Low 1957 - 72 members;  1985 - 34 members

Sixteen members  attended the first  meeting  of  Birnie  S.W.R.I.  inNovember  1947.  The original 
ladies came from the village ofThomshill as well as from the surrounding district, with transport 
being  either  ‘shanks  pony’ or  a  trusty  bicycle  to  Birnie  Hall.  Nowadays  members  come from 
Miltonduff, Elgin and New Elgin with much more sophisticated transport.

From this small beginning the Institute flourished, allowing it to figure prominently at Federation 
Shows, rallies, bulb shows and even at national level - with many prizewinners over the years. 
Choir  and  drama  festivals,  Matter  of  Opinion  contests,  quizzes,  indoor  and  outdoor  bowling 
competitions,  all  had  willing  participants  -  as  did  all  cookery  and  craft  exhibitions  whether 
individually or as co-operative entries. 1991 was a particularly successful year for Birnie at the 
Federation Exhibition when four trophies were won plus the section for members’ children up to 14 
years of age.

The competitions of today are a far cry from gloves made from oiled wool, aprons from parachutes 
and filled Christmas stockings for not more than 5/- (25p) Demonstrations, too, are sometimes very 
different. For example, the making of mealie puddings (on the premises), make do and mend and a 
Fashion Show with members modelling corsets, to a modern show using Oxfam clothes, microwave 
cookery and a talk from an Air Sea Rescue winchman. Inter-Institute nights are still looked forward 
to, whether as visitors or as hostesses to our guests. Groups from other local organisations have also 
been invited to share some of our meetings, giving pleasure to both sides. Summer outings to places 
of interest and Christmas visits to pantomimes remain highlights of any session, as do craft schools 
and cookery demonstrations.

Up until the 1970s, Burns’ Suppers were a regular date on the calendar with the haggis being made 
by the President. Neeps and tatties were cooked by members in their homes and originally kept hot 
in pans round the old black range in the Hall kitchen. (Many members couldn’t stand the sight of 
neeps for weeks afterwards!) It was always a full house and second helpings were the norm after 
which everyone settled down to music, song and dancing. Willing helpers washed the dishes (no 
paper plates!) in the tiny sink, with water being boiled in kettles on the fire. Electric light but no 
cooking facilities in those early days!

Disasters have also happened but been overcome with hard work and good humour! There was an 
occasion when there was a power cut in the Hall on Burns’ Night - just as the meal was ready to be  



served. An electric cooker had by this time replaced the old range and there was nowhere to keep 
the food hot. Everything was whisked away to the kitchens of two members who lived close at 
hand, while the pianist played for community singing - by torchlight and candle power! The “look-
out” was able to tell when power was restored and the haggis, etc. made its return journey to the 
Hall.  That  meal  tasted  all  the  better  for  the  wait!  On another  occasion  two weeks  before  our 
Christmas Party was due to be held in a local hotel, the hotel went out of business. In true Rural 
spirit, the President cooked a complete meal and, with help from the Committee and members, this  
was enjoyed by everyone in the Hall - suitably decorated for the occasion.

Members have organised Halloween Parties which have been enjoyed by children of the district. 
Neep Lanterns, fancy dress and false faces (all home-made) were in abundance over the years.

From the beginning, care in the community has always been in the minds of Rural members. From 
time to time gifts of bedsocks and scrap books were made to hospitals; jumpers were donated to 
Oxf am and toiletries given for Bosnia Relief. Sums of money have been donated to local charities 
such as Anderson’s home, Elgin, and Crossroads Community Care with MacMillan Nurses and the 
Princess Royal Trust for Carers also benefitting. These donations have all been made possible by 
members joining together to run functions to meet specific needs. In 1950 Birnie S.W.R.I. - with 
assistance from the Federation - was able to have a telephone kiosk installed in Thomshill, proving 
a boon to all concerned.

To mark the occasions of Royal Family weddings and the Jubilee, Birnie members took part in 
embroidering very fine articles as gifts.

In 1959 a young member was chosen to be one of the standard bearers at the A.C.W.W. Conference 
in Edinburgh. In 1970 Institute members were among the Federation hostesses who entertained a 
party of Dutch ladies at lunch in the Stotfield Hotel, Lossiemouth. Meeting people is one of the 
things the Rural is all about and, despite the fact that the guests spoke very little English - and our 
Dutch was non-existent -friendships were made and a lovely time was had by all.

Looking back over time, we have had members serving on the Executive Committee of the Moray 
& Nairn Federation as Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary,  Treasurer and Central  Councillors. 
Members have judged at Farmers’ Shows, neighbouring Federation Exhibitions and local flower 
shows. Fifty years, with all the changes which have occurred, seems such a long time but to some it 
seems no time at all. And, in November 1997, we celebrated those fifty years in style at the Park  
House Hotel in Elgin.



BISHOPMILL

Date Formed 18th November 1944

Meeting Place Bishopmill Mission Hall,  
BMIA (Bishopmill Mutual Improvement Association) Hall

First Meeting 18th November 1944

Honorary Members None

List of Presidents 1944-46 Mrs MacKessack; 1946-49 Mrs Wright; 
1949-52  Mrs Cockburn; 1952-55 Mrs MacKenzie; 1955-57 Mrs 

Burns; 1957-58 Mrs Paterson; 1958-60, 65-66  Mrs Leithead; 
1960-62 Mrs MacIntosh; 1962-64, 73-75 Mrs A MacDonald; 
1964-65 Mrs Boyd; 1968-70 Mrs Paton; 1970-73 Mrs J MacDonald ; 
1975-78 Miss Milne; 1978-82, 85-88, 92-95 Mrs Cameron; 
1982-84 Mrs Menzies;  1984-85 Mrs Barclay;  1988-91 Mrs Paterson; 
1995-98 Mrs Milne.

List of Founder Members Mrs Mackessack, Miss Mackintosh, Mrs Rizza, Mrs Leslie, 
Mrs Catto, Mrs Christie, Mrs MacDonald (2), Mrs Geater, Mrs 

Blackhall, Mrs Anderson, Mrs Clark (2), Mrs Duffus, Mrs MacLennan, 
Mrs MacKenzie (2), Mrs Campbell (2), Mes Smith, Mrs Reid, Mrs 

Main, Mrs Milne, Mrs Ingram, Mrs Grant, Mrs Robertson, Mrs George, 
Mrs Reeves, Mrs Murison, Mrs  Jamieson, Mrs Cockburn, Mrs Dow, 
Mrs Hendry, Mrs Webster, Mrs Munro, Mrs Simpson  

Membership High and Low   200 members 27 members

After a prelimiary meeting held in the home of Mrs MacKessack at Hythehill, Bishopmill, a further 
meeting was held in the Mission Hall on 18th November 1944. Thirty eight people attended and 
were addressed by the Organiser. Those present unanimously agreed to form an Institute and an 
enthusiastic Committee, chaired by Mrs MacKessack, began the task of making up a syllabus for 
the coming year.

Within the first five years the Membership grew from 38 to 200 and there was a waiting list for 
anyone wanting to join after the November meeting. The venue was changed and meetings took 
place in the B.M.I.A. Hall where they are still held today.

The W.R.I. Ladies enjoyed a full programme with Talks, Demonstrations, Work Nights and Social 
Evenings. An Annual full day Bus Run took place each summer and a shorter trip in the evening to 
local places of interest was also on the programme. Four buses were required to take the members 
to places like Ullapool, Oban and Perth, each party bringing a flask for their morning coffee and/or 
lunch. High Tea was always arranged by the Bus Company, usually Alexanders.

The 1949 bus trip to Tomintoul is recalled by Mrs Mary Cameron. She was a young bride of twenty 
when she first joined the Rural and when she got off the bus she was met by the question, “What’s 
this, then, a Pensioners Outing?” Cheeky Monkey
Sometimes an extra bus would be arranged to take the members to Aberdeen for some Christmas 
Shopping, High Tea and a visit to the Theatre. Andy Stewart and Robert Wilson at HM. Theatre and 
Danny La Rue at the Tivoli are remembered with relish.



In the early days of the Rural, Bishopmill had an enthusiastic Drama Group under the Direction of 
Mrs Clark, Blantyre Street, and her daughter Mrs Jean Rizza. Evenings always ended with a ½ hour 
programme of entertainment and when they accepted Invitations to other Institutes they were 
always able to add something to the programme. The late Miss Jean Milne and Mrs Lizzie Farquhar 
are remembered for their singing on these occasions.

1953, Coronation Year. Elgin Gala Committee arranged a competition for the Best Decorated Float. 
Bishopmill W.R.I. entered and for weeks Miss Jean Munro and her mother filled their house with 
members of the Rural, all busy making paper flowers for their entry which was called “The Queen 
And Her Dominions”. All their hard work proved to be worthwhile when they won the Shield. The 
following year they entered again as the “Black And White Minstrels”.

From 1954 onwards, Bishopmill W.R.I. competed in the S.W.R.I.Housewives and  Handicrafts 
Marquee at the Morayshire Farmer’s Show held in the Mart Field at New Elgin.

In 1981, the Bishopmill Team were Runners Up in the Annual Moray and Nairn Federation 
Bowling Competition. Members of the team were Mrs Anne MacDonald, Mrs Jsobel Anderson, 
Mrs Margaret Anderson and Mrs Alexander.

Burns Night was another occasion for a Party. The Committee were always responsible for boiling 
the Haggis, Neeps and Tattles on the premises and the evening always followed the Burns Tradition 
with the Immortal Memory and the Address to the Haggis. Now with the numbers going down the 
main supper is supplied by the Park Cafe.
Again, at Christmas time, the main Party ingredients are supplied by the Park Cafe and the 
Committee provides the ice cream and maybe one or two bottles of sherry. Anniversary Parties 
usually mean a visit to the Bishopsmill Hotel at Lesmurdie Road.

On these occasions, there is usually some form of musical entertainment and the members of 
Bishopmill W.R.I. are very fond of a good Singalong. Perhaps they could form a choir as in the past 
if only there was someone to take charge. Lack of a good piano player is a great drawback.

The Highlight of 1982 was a Moray and Nairn Federation trip to ULVIC in Norway from 24th April 
to 1st May. Eight members of Bishopmill W.R.I. took part, flying from Aberdeen Airport. at Dyce to 
Bergen.

Now, with the passage of time, the members have enjoyed Slide Shows, Cine Film and now 
Camcorder Videos. Remembered are a visit to Norway with Mr Mime, head teacher of Seafield 
School, a trip to the U.S.A. with member Mrs Sheila George and an Illustrated Talk on New 
Zealand by Mrs Hetty Milne.  Also remembered by the ladies is a Slide Show of the magnificent 
domed buildings in Moscow shown by Mr Wickwar of Elgin. 

Sadly, the membership of Bishopmill has dropped from 200 to less than thirty and 
the averageagewould by over 70 but with trips to Baxters of Speyside, Walkers of Aberlour and 
Moray College and the numerous visits to local Institutes, Castles and Heritage Museums, the 
members of Bishopmill W.R.I. have a lot to remember.



CAWDOR

Date Formed 24th September 1928

Meeting Place Brackla House, Cawdor

First Meeting 10th October 1928

Honorary Members Mrs MacPherson, Mrs MacDonald

List of Presidents 1928-32 Mrs Duncan Baillie; 1932-34, 36-37,41-43,45-46, Mrs Metcalf; 
1934-36, 37-41, Mrs Campbell;  1943-45 Mrs Bingham; 
1945-46, 52-53, 58-59, Mrs MacBean; 1947-49, 60-63, Mrs Ross Stewart;  
1949-52,56-57, Mrs Craigie; 1953-55 Mrs Innes; 
1955-56, 59-60, Mrs Robertson; 1957-58 Mrs MacKay; 1964-66Mrs Watson; 
1966-69, 71-73, 76-79, 82-85, 88-89, Mrs Morrison;    
1969-71 Mrs MacArthur;  1973-76 Mrs Laing; 1979-82, 85-88, Mrs Stott; 
1989-92, 97-98 Mrs Silver; 1992-94 Miss Ross;  1994-97 Mrs Semple.

List of Founder Members  Mrs Duncan Baillie, Miss Campbell, Miss Robertson, Mrs Metcalf, 
Mrs Rose, Mrs Innes, Miss Allan.

Membership High and Low 1928 - 49 members;   1998 - 30 members

Memories of Cawdor WRI consist mainly of the many happy hours spent practising  and
performing in concert parties over the years, these were very sociable occasions .  



CRANLOCH

Date Formed 18th December 1923

Meeting Place 1923-1967:Cranloch School (in January 1967 Cranloch 
School closed, and was no longer available)
1967-1978: Scotsburn (courtesy of Mr & Mrs Ian Baxter)
1978-1993: Cranloch School (which was re-opened during these years)
1994-1995: Inchberry Hall
January- May 1996: Meetings held in members’ homes.
September 1996 onwards Orton Estates Conference Centre (owned by Mr 
Peter Miller, nephew of Miss Isobel WhartonDuff, a long time and 
enthusiastic member of Cranloch W.R.I.. She died in 1974 at the age of 90). 

First meeting 15th January 1924

Honorary Members  Presidents - Miss A Christie, Miss R Christie, Miss Black, Miss Brown, Miss 
A Riddell
Members Mrs Boyne, Mrs Crombie, Miss A Riddell, Miss C Riddell, 
Mrs Reid.

List of Presidents 1923-28 1931-48 Miss Black; 1928-31 1948-78 Miss Brown;
1978-80 Mrs G Christie; 1980-83 Mrs Gordon; 1983-86 Mrs Pearson;
 1986-89 Mrs Anderson; 1989-92 Mrs Hay;1992-95 Mrs S Christie;
 1995-98 Mrs Younie.

List of Founder Members 29 

Membership High and Low 1950   64 members    1989   19 members

INTRODUCTION The correspondence concerning the formation of the Institute dates from1st 
December 1923. Several letters were exchanged between Miss Adams, Organiser of the North-
Eastern Area S.W.R.I., and Mrs Seath, Cranloch Schoolhouse, on making plans for an inaugural 
meeting. This was held on 18 December 1923. The instigator of it all was Mrs Seath, wife of the 
schoolmaster at Cranloch. She had been a member of Pitcaple W.R.I. in Aberdeenshire, and was 
most enthusiastic about the formation of an Institute at Cranloch. It was the first to be formed in 
Moray & Nairn. Twenty-nine ladies attended the first meeting, and they drew up a programme for 
the following few months. Miss Black of Sherrifston was elected President. Mrs Seath of Cranloch 
Schoolhouse Vice-President, and Miss J. Bowman of Orbliston, Secretary. Through a set of 
coincidences, we have recently made contact with Mrs Seath’s daughter who now lives in Perth.



THE 1920’s  When Cranloch Institute was formed in 1923, the annual subscription was
2/1. There was a regular “Inspection” by the S.W.R.I. Organiser, who made constructive criticism of 
how the Institute was being run.  Suggestions for the future were also made.
Although only 29 ladies attended the first meeting, by session 1924-1925, 53 members were 
enrolled. Meetings were held monthly throughout the year, with no summer break as is customary 
nowadays. The date of the meeting was arranged to coincide with the full moon!! This, of course, 
was because members had to walk to the meetings, often some considerable distance on rough 
tracks. There was good balance in the programmes of demonstrations of crafts and household skills, 
educational and travel talks, and enjoyment of the aesthetic arts.
Cranloch W.R.I. was already building up a reputation for producing exhibits of high quality at the 
Elgin Cattle Show. In 1928, the first Cranloch W.R.I. Burns Night was held. In 1929. the highlight 
of the year for Cranloch W.R.I. members was the entering of a tableau “The Teindland Whisky 
Still” in the Elgin Cattle Show pageant.

THE 1930’s In the 1930’s, membership ranged from 35 to  45. Members took an active part in a 
Federation Rally at Brodie Castle, particularly at the Cake & Candy Stall. At the Elgin Show in  
1930, four Cranloch members dressed in the fashion of sixty years previously, drove in style in a 
horse-drawn conveyance. Again many prizes for baking were awarded to Cranloch members. Bulbs 
of various varieties were given to members with instructions to plant them on 1st October, and to 
have them ready for showing the following March. The pots of bulbs were carried to the meeting in 
milk pails. Another new venture in 1930 was a Basket Social in February, and a Birthday Party in 
the  December  (to  celebrate  the  Institute’s  7th  birthday).  In  1931,  a  class  in  Dramatic  Art  was 
formed, and two members gained first class certificates for Basketry. The following year, the Drama 
group presented 18 Whist Tables and packs of cards for use at the W.R.I. and school functions.  
Scottish Country Dance classes were organised for W.R.I. members and any interested men in the 
district, for a fee of 2/6 per eight or ten lessons. Twenty-four enthusiastic members attended. Two 
members gave demonstrations at the Highland Show, held in Inverness, and the Annual Bus outing 
was to that event. In 1933, Cranloch and Lhanbryde Institutes held a joint Bridge and Whist  Drive,  
followed by a dance in the Drill Hall, Lhanbryde (now the St.Andrew’s Hotel). Whist Drives and 
Dances were a regular feature in the1930’s, as were the Summer Picnic and Birthday Party, and 
success  at  the Elgin Show Baking and Dairy Produce  competitions  for  W.R.I.  members.  From 
September 1939. at the outbreak of war, the monthly meetings were cancelled, and afternoon Work 
Parties took place instead.

THE 1940’s During the 1940’s, membership ranged from 27 to 46. In November 1940, parcels 
consisting of home-made socks, cigarettes, shortbread and handkerchiefs, and postal orders for 7/6 
each were sent to local lads serving in the Forces. Several letters from grateful recipients (including 
one from the father of Vera Gaskell — nee Cross who is still a member of Cranloch W.R.I.) are in  
the  Archives.  The  purpose  of  the  meetings  during  the  war  was  obviously  to  support  these 
Servicemen. The members had also “adopted” a prisoner of war Thomas Stevenson, who was being 
held in Germany. We also have a “thank you” letter from him. Moss picking was also undertaken at 
Lochnabo in June during the war years. This was Sphagnum moss which was used for dressings. 



There  is  mention  of  sugar  permits  being  obtained  by  some  members  who  kept  bees.  Also, 
arrangements  were  made  in  Edinburgh for  W.R.I.s  to  be  supplied  with  onion plants,  Cranloch 
ordered  2000 plants.  There  is  no  record  of  the  success  or  otherwise  of  this  venture!  By 1941 
monthly meetings were being held again. In July 1942, a very successful Country Market was held 
at the Plainstones in Elgin. There was a most attractive display of fruit, flowers vegetables, cakes 
etc. and the stalls were soon cleared. Financial support was given to the Red Cross, who, in 1943, 
opened a charity shop in Elgin.  A feature of the 1940’s was evenings  when entertainment was 
provided  by the  “still  unmarried”  ladies  for  the  married,  and  vice-versa.  Basket  Whist  drives 
followed by a Dance were organised regularly. On some occasions the baskets were auctioned to 
raise  funds.  From  time  to  time  invitations  to  meetings  held  by  neighbouring  Institutes  were 
accepted. In 1948, Miss Black retired after 25 years as President, and members presented her with a  
Celtic brooch. Thirty-three members travelled to Inverness for a day at the Highland Show. The bus 
cost £9 and the bus driver was given a 15/- tip!

THE 1950’S In 1950 Cranloch W.R.I. had 64 members- the largest number in its history. During 
the rest of the 1950’s membership fluctuated between 40and 50.  The Teindland Whisky Still was 
again the choice for the Cranloch members to depict on their tableau at the Elgin Show of  1950.  
This  had  previously  been  presented  in  1929.  1953  saw  the  death  of  Miss  Rose  Christie  of 
Blackhills, benefactor and Honorary President. In 1953 Cranloch won the Lady Gordon Cumming 
Cup for the Best Co-operative Entry at the Federation Exhibition at the Elgin Show, and in 1954 
Cranloch was runner-up, Urquhart winning the premier award. In 1955 Cranloch again won the 
Lady Gordon Cumming Cup.  In the section for male relatives of WRI members, Mr W Riddell 
took 1st and 3rd with a pair of walking sticks, and his son took 2nd for a book stand made from 
bullock’s horn. Cranloch’s entry in the pageant was “Corn Rigs”. At the Royal Highland Show in 
Inverness  in  June  1956,  Cranloch W.R.I.  presented  “The Pageant  of  the  Tartan”.  In  1958,  the 
Institute was again runner-up for the Lady Gordon Cumming Cup, succeeding in winning it the 
following year. It was in the late 1950’s that the first mention was made of cars being used to  
transport members on visits to other Institutes etc.. Several talks were given on the effects of the 
Hydrogen  Bomb and on  safety  measures  which  could  be  taken.  In  1959,  with  the  coming  of 
electricity, the meeting place (Cranloch School) was warmer, tea making was easier etc., but an 
upholstery demonstration had to be cancelled, as the firm who were to do it said the men were too 
shy to face such a large group of ladies! However the Hydro Electric Board gave a display of 
appliances for the home- cookers, washing machines etc..

THE 1960’S At the beginning of the 1960’s, membership was 41, but fell to around 34 by the end 
of the decade. This was attributed to the coming of T.V., as was a drop in competition entries. In 
1960, Miss Brown had the best exhibit in the W.R.I. Section at the Elgin Show, and Cranloch came 
third in the Co-operative. Mention was made of the fact that 3 Cranloch members served on the 
Federation Executive- Miss I Brown as secretary, and Miss Wharton-Duff as Honorary Vice- 
President. In 1964 there was no summer outing, due to the Typhoid outbreak in Aberdeen. In 1967, 
Cranloch School, which had been the W.R.I. meeting place for 43 years, closed, the pupils being 
transferred to the new Lhanbryde Primary. Mr & Mrs Ian Baxter made the generous offer for the 
W.R.I. to use their sun-lounge at Scotsburn as their meeting place.



Cranloch came 2nd in the Co-operative competition at the Elgin Show. The meetings continued to 
offer a good balance of demonstrations, education and visits.

THE 1970’S In common with many other Institutes in the Federation, Cranloch took part in the 
Farm Field Name Survey in 1975. This was undertaken by Mrs G. Christie, Blackhills House and 
Mrs M. Anderson, Strypes. The Lady Gordon Cumming Cup came back to Cranloch in 1975.
In 1978, Miss I. Brown decided to retire from the Presidency after 30 years’ service in that post. A 
party in her honour was held at Greystoke, the home of Mrs Ethel Gordon, and Miss I. Brown was 
made Honorary President. Membership in the early 1970’s was 30 to 32, but by the late 1970’s this 
had dropped to 24.   the Birthday party in  1973 was held at  Dipple House,  the home of  Hon.  
President Miss I Brown.  In April 1974, Miss Wharton-Duff died in her 91st year.

THE 1980’s Throughout the 1980’s, membership settled at around 24 members. Long-time 
members Mrs Boyne, Greenside, and Mrs Crombie, Clatterin’ brigs were made Honorary members 
in 1981. At the Federation Rally, Cranloch won the Lady Gordon Cumming Cup for Best Co-
operative entry. Marlene Hay won a 1st Class Certificate for Floral Art. In November 1981 came the 
revival of the East Moray Group, Cranloch sending along 2 representatives in support. In April 
1982 the Institute took part in the East Group Drama Festival. The play chosen was “Beenie 
Brockie’s Bogle”, and it was produced by Mrs Maureen Hunter. Taking part were Ella Crombie, 
Meg Anderson, Ella McBeth Ethel Gordon, Heather Younie and Iris McIntosh. Jane Foy, Vera 
Gaskell and Ella Crombie took part in the Federation Quiz Competition in May 1982, and in June, 
the Institute marked the 90th Birthday of Honorary member Mrs J. Crombie. November 1983 saw 
the celebration of 60 years of Cranloch W.R.I. at a party at Dipple House, the home of Honorary 
President Miss I. Brown. Cranloch’ s Quiz Team in May 1984 was Vera Gaskell, Ella Crombie and 
Marlene Hay. In October 1984, husbands were guests at a GardeningNight. Cranloch lost its much 
loved Honorary President in March 1985 and the Institute donated a quaich to the Federation, in 
Miss Brown’s memory, this to be awarded at the Exhibition for the best exhibit in needlework. It 
was inscribed “The Miss Brown of Dipple Trophy for Needlework. Gifted by Cranloch W.R.I.- her 
“rural” for 62 years”. First winner was Yvonne Pearson, Cranloch W.R.I. President at the time. 
Cranloch won the Quiz Competition at Knockando in 1988. The team was Mrs Marlene Hay, Mrs 
Jane Foy and Mrs Ella Crombie. Concern was expressed over the lack of enthusiasm for entering 
competitions at the monthly meetings. In February 1989. Cranloch’s team for the Federation 
“Matter of Opinion” competition was Chairperson- Mrs Meg Anderson Team Mrs Ethel Gordon, 
Mrs Joy Jackson, and Mrs Stephanie Christie. They came second. Members were greatly saddened 
by the death of Mrs Ella Crombie in June 1989. She had been a very hard-working and faithful 
member of Cranloch W.R.I. and died while only in her early sixties. Mrs Annie Boyne, an Honorary 
member, who had been Treasurer for many years, also died around that time after a long illness. At 
the Federation Exhibition in 1989, Cranloch were Runners-up in the Co-operative Competition. In 
November 1989, the Misses Alice and Connie Riddell were made Honorary members in recognition 
of all the hard work and support given to the Institute over the years. During the 1980’s, Burns’ 
Suppers were held hi-annually and several sponsored “Knit-Ins” were held in support of Arthritis 
and Rheumatism Council. It was decided that it had become too expensive to award a silver 
S.W.R.I. teaspoon to the competition winner each month, but the winner of the annual cup for most 
points would receive one. 



THE 1990’s Much hilarity heralded the early months of the 1 990’s due to the practices for the 
Variety Competition. Every single member of the Institute took part in “Ten Rural Wifies”, which 
was written and produced by member Mrs Joy Jackson. Cranloch came second at Federation level. 
It was later again performed in support of the S.W.R.I. Action Appeal and Christian Aid, and was 
very well received. A team was entered for the Federation Quiz, consisting of Mrs S. Christie, Mrs 
M. Hay and Mrs E.  Gordon. Former President  of Cranloch,  Mrs Y. Pearson went to  Ghana to 
dispense spectacles which she had collected and prepared before leaving Lhanbryde.  At the Bums 
Supper in 1991, President Mrs Marlene Hay’s father, Mr Robert Weir, gave a most able rendition of 
the Address to a Haggis followed by the recitation of several Burns’ poems. The 1992 Quiz Team 
comprised Mrs Sally Gibb, Mrs Ethel Gordon and Mrs Valerie Moore. In May 1993, Cranloch’s 
team in the Federation “Matter of Opinion’ competition came first. Taking part were- Chairperson 
Mrs Heather Younie, team: Mrs Jane Foy. Mrs Ethel Gordon and Mrs Meg Anderson. The team 
represented Moray & Nairn at the National Final in Dingwall in November 1993. They were trained 
by  Mr  lan  Gordon.  In  November  1993,  Cranloch  “Rural”  celebrated  its  70th  anniversary  at 
Blackhills House, home of President Mrs Stephanie Christie. In December 1993, Cranloch found 
themselves homeless, due to the sudden closure of Cranloch School. The next few meetings were 
held in members’ homes, before arrangements were made to hire Inchberry Hall. Cranloch member, 
Mrs  Meg  Anderson  became  Chairperson  of  the  East  Moray  Group  S.W.R.I.  in  1994.  At  the 
Federation  Rally in  June  1995,  Cranloch won the  “Runners-up”  Trophy for  their  Co-operative 
Exhibit, and member Mrs Sally Gibb won the trophy for the Best Exhibit (a 2-ply scarf) in the Co-
operative Competition. Husbands were invited to the December meeting in 1996, and a special 
buffet provided by members, was greatly enjoyed.  In early 1997, rehearsals began for the Choir 
Competition. Much enjoyment was shared during these practices, and this then turned to delight 
when we won the National Competition at Inverurie in the April. Our Conductor was Anne Corbet, 
while her sister Marjory Park was accompanist. Sixteen members took part. The champagne was 
out at the A.G.M. the following week! (Courtesy of Miss A. Riddell, Honorary member). The icing 
on the cake was at the Federation Rally in June, when Cranloch won the Premier Award for the Best 
Co-operative Exhibit, ‘Some Enchanted Evening’. Cranloch responded to a request from Federation 
for a trophy for the Art Competition at the Exhibition, and donated a Silver teapot which had been 
won outright by Cranloch many years before. In September the team for the ‘~Matter of Opinion” 
Competition (again trained by Mr Ian Gordon) was Chairperson: Mrs E. Gordon, Team: Miss J. 
Craig, Mrs H. Younie and Mrs M. Anderson. In November, at the Institute’s 74th Birthday Party,  
Miss Alice Riddell became Honorary President of Cranloch W.R.I. in recognition of her long and 
greatly valued contribution to its life, while Mrs Jean Reid, who served her Institute well in her 
younger days and who still, at the age of 87, values and maintains her association with it, became an 
Honorary Member.

In Conclusion Over the years we have supported a great number of the Federation competitions 
and have had great fun and cameraderie doing so. We have had many memorable outings and 
‘Birthday” meals out, and for the past 20 years have kept a photographic record of them. We have 
tried Country Dancing, Horse-riding, “Step” classes and curling. Some of us have modelled in a 
fashion show. There are “poets” among us; Some of us have given talks at our Institute meetings — 



our talents are many and varied. Above all, we work very much as a team and are a very happy  
“Rural”.

CRANLOCH WRI DIAMOND JUBILEE 1983(To the tune ~Bonnie Lass of Fyvie)

Back in the roaring Twenties, when the Charleston was the rage,
And flapper girls were the darlings of the age,
The Cranloch Lassies fair, decided why oh why should the city girls have all the fun,
And launched our W.R.I.!

They met at Cranloch School many years ago,
The cycled or came by Shanks’ pony, oh,
We still meet in Cranloch School, But the motor’s now the rule,
And the members still are lively, oh!

Dressmaking, jam making, local history,
Cookery, patchwork, photography,
The competitions too, appeal to quite a few,
Yes, we’re always on the look-out for something new!

And now we’re in the Eighties, it’s our Diamond Jubilee,
These days we are helped by high technology,
The microchip’s a marvel, but our motto still must be,
To take a stand and do our best, For home and coun-ter-y!
CHORUS
They came from the Teindland, and bonnie Altonside,
From Orbliston and Dipple, oh,
They came from Orton too, Blackhills and Lochnabo,
To meet at Cranloch Rural, oh.

TO THE TUNE “ALL THROUGH THE NIGHT” 1993

Second Wednesday of the month Cranloch Rural meets,
Seventy years they’ve kept this pattern, a record hard to beat,
Rain, hail, floods, fog, sleet or thunder, They’ll be there- none makes a blunder,
‘Til this year when for a wonder,BURNS’ NICHT SNAWED THEM IN.

Summer outings are a feature loved by one and all,
Far and wide the Busie takes them, to Castles, Lochs and Falls
Tasting wine and mead at Moniack, Loud the ribald songs on the way back,
Next day heads were on an ice pack , THE RURAL ALL WERE (PISSED)  (whispered)

Drama finds a load of talent, Edinburgh Festival beware
To Forres went TEN Rural wifies, surely an act of dare.
Bees, Swan Lake.. Miss World what a smasher, Meg as a Busie. Jane as a Flasher,
But the judge made a hash, WE WERE RUNNERS-UP AGAIN

At Exhibitions. Shows and so forth, Cranloch shows her skills.
Members volunteer for a’thing: keenness over-spills.



Knitting, sewing. patchwork and baking, All will send their entries, hearts are a-quaking
The trophy at Dingwall was oors for the taking, DOON WITH KEN THOMSON ITV.

Seventy years have seen some changes, members arrive now by car
Heather tried to train us on horses, no-one progressed very far.
Jogging, bowling and body awareness , All have been tried, husbands oft driven hairless.
Dinna suggest Cranloch’ s growing careless, CRANLOCH IS THE BEST!



CROMDALE

Date Formed 11th March 1925

Meeting Place Cromdale School (with use of piano) Cromdale Village Hall(current)

First Meeting 21st April 1925

Honorary members Mrs MacGregor; Mrs Millar.

List of Presidents Mrs Stewart; Mrs Wood; Mrs Fraser; Mrs Watson; Mrs Masson; 
Mrs MacPherson; Mrs MacIntosh; Mrs Patterson; Mrs Macintosh; 
Mrs Sutherland; Miss Gilbert; Miss MacIntosh; Miss Munro; Mrs Baird; 
Mrs Rothney; Mrs Thomson; Mrs Farmer; Mrs McLure; Mrs Duff; 
Mrs Campbell; Mrs Irvine; Mrs Matheson; Mrs Wilson; Mrs Allan; 
Mrs Anderson; Mrs Clark; Mrs Moir; Mrs Watt; Mrs Green; Mrs P Fowler; 
Mrs S Fowler.

List of Founder Members (35) Mrs Anderson, Miss Anderson, Mrs Brown, Mrs Burgess, 
TheMisses Burgess(3), Mrs Cruikshank, Mrs Cargill, Miss Dunbar, 
Mrs Fraser, Mrs Grant, Miss Gordon, Miss Mitchell, Miss McAinch, 
Mrs Mustard, Mrs McQueen, Miss McQueen, Mrs Masson, 
Miss MacGregor, Miss MacPherson, Mrs McGregor, Miss Nicol, 
Miss Robertson, The Misses Senneth, Mrs Stewart, Miss Stewart, 
Miss Shaw, Miss MacPlesson, Miss MacPherson, Mrs Smith, Mrs Wood, 
Miss MacGregor, Mrs Grant.

Membership High and Low 50 9(current)

Meetings were mainly practical, baking, cooking and homecraft; with exiles home on holiday from 
foreign places describing life there.  Presidents took office on several occasions .

Meetings were visited by MP Mrs Ewing and local author James Alan RENNIE.

The local farmers show at Grantown has been well attended and institute members have been 
successful on many occasions.  Similarly the Federation Exhibition has been well supported by 
members with a great deal of success.

The institute has contributed to the local community, with children’s parties at Christmas and 
Halloween, senior citizens’ bus trips and teas.  Burns’ Suppers were held for members and friends, 
and occasionally open to the public as a fund raiser.

Early speakers included a representative from the College of  Agriculture to talk on faults in eggs, 
and  the federation organiser to talk on millinery.

In 1926, Cromdale  WRI was involved in the Grand Bazaar to raise funds to build the present 
bridge over the Spey at Cromdale.

The current President is the grand daughter of Mrs Masson, one of Cromdale’s founder members.



DELNIES

Date Formed 11th November1932

Meeting Place  Delnies School

First Meeting  11th November 1932

Honorary Members  Mrs Cruikshank, Mrs Brown, Mrs Stewart, Mrs MacPherson

List of Presidents   The Lady Constance Cairns; Mrs de Hamel; Mrs Nini Stewart

List of Founder Members The Lady Constance Cairns

Membership High and Low  1932   37members 1992   21 members



HOPEMAN
Date Formed 30th November 1936

Meeting Place Drill Hall Hopeman, Hopeman Memorial Hall (current)

First Meeting 24th February 1937

Honorary members President Mrs Gordon-Duff

List of Presidents 1936-52 Mrs Cattarns; 1952-52 Miss Milne; 1953-54-55 Mrs Fethney;  
1955-56 joint Mrs Petrie &Mrs Young; 
1956-57 1958-59-60-61 Mrs Petrie;   
1957-58 Mrs C Murray; 1961-62-63 Mrs Main;  1963-64-65 Mrs Bennett;
1965-66-67 Mrs Brotchie;  
1968-69-70 1978-79 1982-83 1990-91Mrs G Blyth;  
1971-72-73 1976-77-78 1979-80-81-82 1983-84-85-86  1989-90 1992-93-94 
1997-98 Mrs J Maciver;  
1974-75-76 Mrs E Murray; 1986-87-88-89 Lady Dunbar; 
1991-92 joint Mrs J Maciver &Mrs G Blyth;
1994-95-96-97 Mrs V McPherson;

List of Founder Members

Membership High and Low

In 1937 a SWRI was started in the Drill Hall, Hopeman, which was named Duffus Parish. The 
annual sub was 2/- and they met every 4th Wednesday.

I notice in the Syllabus of 1937 - one of the competitions was “The Best Patriotic Buttonhole”.  
haven’t seen one since!

From 1954 - 1960, there were competitions for mens 3ply socks, nothing since then.Very few knit 
socks today. Ladies 2ply knitted jumpers are a thing of the past. Cookery demonstrations, different 
cuts of meat, how to gut fish. Again this is finished.

To have a WRI in 1937 was good because apart from the girl’s club which ended in 1945, there was 
not a lot to do in the village. The Memorial Hall during the war years - soldiers were billeted there.  
There was no television, hence the high number of members - on looking back over the early years 
of the rural there were very few fishermen’s wives as babysitters were unheard of. The fishermen 
went to Yarmouth to the fishing. No hoovers, washing machines then. The boiler fire was lit and the 
scrubbing boards were put to good use.

June 10th 1967 - we went to Dallas Lodge for a garden party.  In 1968 we changed from Duffus 
WRI to Hopeman WRI as it was causing confusion to other institutes. In former years we were able 
to give donations to various organisations - this does not happen today.

In earlier years the Rural in the Drill Hall did meet



One had to go early to be sure of a seat
Now like every other club our numbers are dropping

Is this due to mothers working or doing evening shopping
How to attract more members - well one would not know

Unless we get the Spice Girls to give us a show

While reading through a pile of syllabuses of Hopeman WRI from 1937 right up to the present, the 
thought  struck  me  this  was  a  social  history  of  the  period.  Some  of  the  demonstrations  and 
competitions remain constant, with the ever-recurring cookery and craft and health items, but what 
changes in these. For example, an early competition was for men’s knitted socks and later one for 
darning - did they bring back the original socks beautifully darned? I wonder how many institututes  
have these competitions now. And a lot of competitions were based on making something new from 
something old - patchwork, old felt hats, old stockings and something I remember making at school  
(not being old enough to join WRI in those days of austerity), an article made from an old flour bag. 
I still have my lap-bag (what’s that? I can hear the young ones say), in which I keep my knitting.

During the war years a great deal was done for numerous causes - local, national and international. 
It was estimated that 3,927 items had been donated by the “work party” to 23 different causes, 
including Red Cross, Soviet Russia Comfort Fund, Moray Comfort Fund and to many sections of 
the  armed  forces.  There  were  soldiers  stationed  at  Gordonstoun  during  the  war  and  on  many 
occasions they were invited to join the ladies of the WRI for a game of whist, which was often 
followed by a dance. In fact I noticed in the minutes that many of the Rural meetings ended with an 
eightsome reel. Something to be revived perhaps? Or would today’s replacement be line dancing?

Round about 1950 or so there is a distinct change in the demonstrations with floral arrangements 
(sometimes  even  floral  “art”),  the  use  of  electric  sewing  machines  and  knitting  machines  and 
fashion  shows  being  regular  features.  At  about  the  same  time  Travel  Talks  became  popular, 
reflecting no doubt the ability of people to travel abroad and also that the standard of living had  
improved greatly since the hardships of the post war years.

But  at  this  time the Rural  was also showing it  cared about  social  problems,  with talks  on the  
Mentally handicapped and Cancer and the Samaritans, subjects once thought too delicate to discuss 
openly. “Matter of Opinion” evenings began to appear; the Rural was moving on from simple home 
crafts to discussing issues they were reading about in the press or seeing on television.

Competitions were changing too with ski-caps and dried flower arranging emerging as popular 
items.  And  of  course  Health  and  Fitness  became  hot  favourites  for  demonstrations  and 
competitions. We had demonstrations and talks on keep-fit, yoga, physiotherapy, well woman and 
healthy food and competitions such as wholemeal loaf, salad dishes and vegetarian dishes.

The environment too became a big topic and there were talks on the “Wildlife of the Northeast”, the 
“Flora and fauna of the Highlands”, “Our woods and forests”.

These same syllabuses also revealed the vast changes in economics over these 60 years, even if only 
on a very small scale. In 1937 the annual fee was 2/- (lOp), rising to 3/- (I5p) in 1951. In 1967 the 
fee was 5/- (25p). In 1971, the year of decimalisation, this changed to 25p. Thereafter there was a 
steady increase until the present fee of £6. An interesting piece of correspondence in 1948 concerns 
the levy to Headquarters. In a letter to Mrs Cattarns, the President of Hopeman WRI, the Area 
Organiser intimated that the levy was to be 1/6 (12½p). There must have been some discussion 
about it at the Area meeting, but her view was “I don’t see the point of arguing about the price of 
about 9 cigarettes”. I wonder how the £6 compares with the price of 9 cigarettes today?



And to bring this piece right up to the present time, how soon will it be before a competition is 
entitled “Your best tip for use of your computer”?

But maybe I am already too late   

September 1939 to September 1945.
How one WRI kept going through years of great privation and sorrow; how they helped others 
and helped themselves; how they learned to ~make do and mend” and to feed their families with 
meagre rations; above all how they kept cheerful and positive in their outlook

From War-time Minutes of Hopeman WRI

Owing to the outbreak of war, the regular September meeting was abandoned and an emergency 
meeting was held on September 21st 1939. It was agreed to have a weekly War Work Party. The 
monthly meetings were postponed in the meantime due to the blackout.

November 22nd 1939 It was proposed to send parcels to relatives of members who were 
serving with the Forces.

December 13th 1939 A basket whist was held with a dance afterwards. A very happy 
evening was spent.

January 24th 1940 A demonstration on the making of a Hay Box and Hay Box cookery 
was given.
A letter of thanks was received for the hand-knitted socks(44 pairs) 
sent to the men of the 10th Gordons, stationed at Burghead
Miss Baillie gave a reading and a visitor gave a piano selection. The 
meeting closed with an eightsome reel.

September 25th 1940 58 face cloths were collected as a gift for the Red Cross.
October 23rd 1940 The WRI have been asked to set up a Canteen for the troops stationed 

in the village.
A delightful concert was given by members and 3 soldiers from the 
10th Gordons.

November 27th 1940 The demonstration was “Practical Hints on War-time Knitting”, based 
on a talk given at the Handicrafts Conference in Inverness.

April 23rd 1941 Mr Edgar (Ministry of Information) gave an account of the Clydeside 
blitz. A blanket of squares knitted by members was sent to Clydebank.

May 28th 1941 A collection for the Glasgow Air Raid Distress fund raised
£4-2s-10d.

September 24 1941 The competition was “The best six knitted squares made from 
unravelled wool”.

November 1941 A letter from the Countess of Moray, asking us to support Red Cross 
Aid to the Russian Front.

December 10th 1941 An excellent concert was given by men of the 5th/7th Gordons. 
Dancing continued until lam

April 2nd 1942 A letter was read out asking for support for the Malta Relief Fund.
September 23rd 1942  The total output of the year’s work of the working party was 

announced. 2,532 items had been sent off.
October 28th 1942 After tea, a “Post-war Housing Questionnaire” evoked a lot of interest
December 9th 1942 Games, toys and gifts for children were  to be given to the Chief 



Constable of Elgin’s Fund for Destitute Children.
March 24th 1943 Mr Fowler gave a talk on “Salvage” and stressed the urgent need for 

organised collections in the village.
April 28th 1943 Salvage was discussed and a meeting arranged to allocate thedistricts.
June 23rd 1943 A short account was given of the “Make Do and Mend” meeting held 

in Inverness and a decision was made to arrange classes on this 
subject.

November 25th 1943 The balance at the end of the year was £40-O-5½ Owing to the levy’s 
being raised from 1/- (5p)to 1/6 (7½ p) per head, it was decided to ask 
each member to pay in addition to their 2/(10p) subscription, an extra 
6d (2½p), making 2/6 (12½p) in all.

January 26th 1944 It was arranged to enter the SWRI competition and to knit the 
garments necessary for Russia.

February 23rd 1944 Miss Cameron of the Ministry of Food gave a demonstration on “The 
Uses of Dried Eggs”.

March 22nd 1944  It  was arranged to hold an impromptu concert  during “Salute  the 
Soldier” week.

June 28th 1944  The  members  gave  whole-hearted  assistance  to  all  the  functions 
during “Salute the Soldier” week.

October 25th 1944 A total of 6Olbs of rose hips has been collected for which 10/- has 
been sent to the Red Cross.

December 13th 1944 Members of the Home Guard were invited to the 8th birthday party 
which was a Basket Whist, followed by an evening of old-fashioned 
dancing, which started with a Grand March, during which the gifts for 
Holland were handed in.

January 24th 1945 After  discussing  what  the  Institute  should  do  to  support  the 
“Hopeman and Duffus Welcome Home Fund”, it was decided to have 
a Sale of Work.

September 26th 1945  The “Welcome Home Sale” held in June raised the sum of 
£260-I 2s-6d (£260.62½) 



KNOCKANDO

Date Formed 1931

Meeting Place Margach Hall

First Meeting 1931

Honorary Members Presidents Mrs Whitelaw and Mrs Simpson.
Mrs Stewart. Mrs Crichton.

List of Presidents Mrs Smith

List of Founder Members   Mrs Smith; Mrs Stewart.etc

Membership High and Low 1956 - 61 members         1997 - 28 members

The Institute has participated in local shows and Federation events,  and in 1950 they won the 
“Cavalcade of Moray” at Elgin Show; they have also won the Drumduan Cup at Grantown Show  at 
least 15 times;  and Mrs Crichton has won the Mora Ritchie Rose Bowl for 11 consecutive years.

In the 1940s Knockando sent a resolution to SWRI National Conference, it was reported in the 
Northern Scot as follows:-

 The Knockando Institute wants the conference to declare that we desire to emphasise the need for 
more cups, saucers, teapots and other ordinary dishes;  that the array of dogs and other useless china 
ornaments in china shops during the past few years, shows lack of consideration to the housewives 
of the country. 

 A housewife in Knockando said , “The situation is really serious in this area, I know one particular 
instance where there is only one cup between the whole family.”



LETHEN

Date Formed 19th January 1925.

Meeting Place Lethen Hall 

First Meeting 19th January 1925.

Honorary Members Mrs. Mary Allan.

List of Presidents Mrs. M.L. Brodie, Mrs. M. Mitchell, Miss C. McIntosh, Mrs. Diana Brodie, 
Mrs. E. McWilliams, Mrs. J.C.Scott, Mrs. A. Clark, Mrs. J. Ker, 
Mrs. J.Fraser, Mrs. J. Smart, Mrs. N. Tulloch, Mrs. R. Samuels, 
Mrs. M. Rowe

Founder Members Mrs. M. L.Brodie. Mrs. MacPhail. Mrs. MacKintosh.

Membership High and Low 35. 20.

The first meeting of Lethen S.W.R.I. Took place at Lethen Hall on the I9th, January 1925. Miss 
Howard had come to explain the aims of the institutes and how they should be conducted. 35 
members attended the first meeting. Mrs. M Brodie conducted the meeting and was duly elected as 
President.
The first year of the Lethen S.W.R.I was a busy and full year, Slipper making, Filet Lace, Whist 
Drive and a Picnic made a busy enjoyable time for all. Lethen now had 42 members

S.W.R.L (Lethen Branch) Picnic The Lethen Branch of the S.W.R.L held their first picnic on 
Saturday 8th August 1925 under most favourable climatic conditions. The rendezvous a shady place 
in the “Black Stripe” park was most convenient and the members and their friends assembled there 
at 3pm. The sports ably superintended by Mr. Paterson were first engaged in and much enjoyed.
The tea, provided by each member for her self and friends was in the capable hands of Mrs. 
Paterson. After tea all gathered round the bran dip 5/6 was realised there.
Last but not least of the afternoons entertainment came the dancing the music being supplied by 
Messrs Finlayson on the bagpipes. After the prizes were presented by Mrs. Mackintosh the singing 
of Auld Lang Syne brought a very enjoyable afternoons entertainment to a close.
Mary Paterson Vice Pres.

Minutes of Meeting held in Lethen Hall on Wednesday 16th of November 1932 at 7pm.
The monthly meeting of the Institute was held in Lethen Hall. There was a large attendance, 
Presided over by the Hon. Mrs Campbell Lethen President, who called upon Mr Jack Fletcher. 
Nairn to give a demonstration of icing and decorating of cakes, which was most instructive. The 
cakes were presented to the Institute.   In the competition for the best potato scones Mrs. Copeland 
and Miss Copeland gained first and second place, Mrs. McPhail and Mrs. Ross were winners for the 
best oatcakes. Mr. Jack Fletcher acted as judge.   Three bulbs were given to each member by the 



Institute, to be potted and returned in bloom for the Flower Sale in March.
Mrs Paterson and Mrs R Mitchell were appointed delegates to the Federation. The hostesses were 
Mrs. Campbell Miss Chisholm Mrs. Fraser and Mrs. Grubb. At the conclusion
The Hon Mrs. Campbell proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Fletcher, And Mrs. J Mitchell to the 
hostesses.        Mrs. L Campbell President

Minutes of Meeting held in Lethen Hall On Wed, l5th Jan 1941 The January meeting took the 
form of a Bums Night, the guests of the evening being the Local Members of the Home Guard and 
their wives. Mrs. Pander presided and welcomed the guests.
The haggis carried by Mrs. McPhail was piped in by Mr. Grierson the Grace and address being 
given by the Rev J Malcolmson. The toast The King was proposed by Mrs Pinder and Mr A Gourlay 
gave The Immortal Memory. The remaining of the program was ably sustained by Mrs Allan Miss 
Campbell Malcolmson and Mr McIntosh.
The Hon Mrs Campbell Auchindoune congratulated Mrs R Mitchell on her success in gaining I 1st 
prize in the garden competition. The cup presented by Lady Gordon Cumming of Altyre was 
exhibited and much admired at this meeting.
In the competition for the best Scotch Proverb Miss Margaret Pinder gained 1st prize with her 
proverb “Its no’ what we hae but what we dae wi’ what we hae that coonts”, the 2nd prize being 
won by Mrs. Scrimgeour with “The worth o’ a thing is best kent by the want o’it” The hat trimming 
competition for members of the Home Guard caused great amusement and the Hon Mrs. Campbell 
and Mrs. Pinder had great difficulty in awarding the prizes but finally decided 
1st Mr. J McIntosh, 2nd Mr. A Gourlay 3rd Mr. A Gordon. Votes of thanks and the singing of Auld 
Lang Syne brought a very enjoyable evening to a close.          Lilian E Pinder.

Basket Whist And Dance.  The Lethen W.R.I. held a basket whist Drive in Fornighty School on 
March 2nd 1952, Organised by Miss Ann MacGillivary, Miss Betty Mackenzie and Miss 
Margaret MacKintosh. Mr J Taylor was card master. At the close of play Mrs Brodie president 
presented the prizes to the following winners. Ladies 1st Mrs Campbell (jun) Earlseat 2nd Mrs 
Mackenzie Braevail Consolation Miss Ann MacGillivary travelling prize Mrs Campbell (jun) 
Men 1st Mr J Fraser Clune 2nd Mr M MacKintosh Fleenasmill consolation Mr W Johnstone. A 
dance followed music being supplied by the Lethen Band and Mr Webster acted as M C. 

£16 16/- was realised.        D Brodie

35th Birthday 1960 To celebrate their 35th birthday, Lethen W.R.I. the oldest in Nairnshire, held a 
party in Fornighty Hall which was beautifully decorated for the occasion by Mrs. Smart. Miss Ann 
Macgillvary president extended a warm welcome to members and guests and said how sorry she 
was that the Hon Mrs. I M Campbell the first president was unable to attend. A pleasing feature was 
the presence of three original members Mrs. McIntosh Mrs. Mitchell and Mrs. McPhail who cut the 
beautiful1y iced cake made by Mrs. Janet Steward. A lovely tea was served by the committee and 
afterwards a sketch was performed by some of the Lethen Members. Games and dancing to the 
music of Jim Donalds Band followed and the evening was brought a close by a mannequin parade, 
which caused great hilarity. Mrs Minton on behalf of the guests thanked Miss MacGillivray and 
Lethen Members for a very enjoyable evening.      A MacGillivray

December 1971 Members were in party mood when they met in December at the Lion Hotel for the 
Xmas Party. Mrs Fraser welcomed the company which included several new members. A delicious 
festive meal was enjoyed after which the ladies joined in party games and fun. A welcome visitor 
was Santa Claus with his sack full of surprises. Mrs Fraser thanked Mrs Scott Mrs Samuel and Mrs 
Stewart who had arranged the evening’s entertainment.        J Fraser.



Golden Anniversary 1975    By skilful dedication, the ladies of Lethen W.R.I. transformed 
Fornighty Hall into something approaching banquet hail standards and this was the setting for 
Lethen’s Golden Jubilee Party. Approximately 100 member and guests including Mrs 
Houldsworth president of Moray & Nairn Federation and the Presidents and members of the 
Auldearn, Cawdor, Delnies, Geddes, and Glenferness institutes attended. Lethen president Mrs 
Smart in her speech of welcome expressed delight at the excellent turnout. Mrs Brodie Hon 
President then reminisced on the history of Lethen Institute from its first meetings which were 
held in the January in the village to the present day, She also expressed the members pleasure at 
having two of the founder members at the party Two of the founder members Mrs Mitchell who 
acted as secretaly for 20years and Mrs McIntosh an equally active member for many years. Mrs 
Brodie presented to Mrs Smart a beautiful silver Inkstand to commemorate the occasion. This 
was accepted on behalf of the Rural with profound thanks. The two founder members were 
invited to cut the magnificent birthday cake a creation combining the baking skill of Mrs 
Stewart and the imaginative icing decoration of Mrs Ross. After an enterprising game involving 
matchboxes the company were treated to some excellent entertainment by way of the music 
and singing of the Toby Macarthur Quartet consisting of Mr H Macdonnel (spoons) Mr J Watt 
(harmonica) Mr H Macarthur (accordion) and Mr M Macgregor (vocalist) A most excellent tea 
was served which was enjoyed by all. Mrs Allan lived up to her well earned reputation as a 
reciter of amusing poems Mrs Smart then explained that at enomnous expense the next turn had 
been brought up from London and introduced Mr Bruce MacSyth (Mrs Tulloch) and his 
beautiful hostess Angina ( Mrs Samuel) MacSyth (didn’t he do well) in turn introduced the 
eight who wanted to generate. These turned out to be The Rev Crumpet, Mrs Smellie and her 
rascally son Freddie, Mrs Wigglebottom and her daughter Winnie, MissTake a teacher and her 
niece Bridie McGonagle. The parts were played by Mrs D Stewart Miss Robertson Mrs Atkin 
Mrs Clark Mrs Morrow Mrs Walker Mrs Allan Mrs Gemmell and judging by the audiences 
reaction their antics were highly appreciated. A Minton Vase was donated by Lethen past 
president Miss McIntosh and a box of Camellias donated by Mrs Brodie were raffled and won 
by Mrs Ross Lethen and Mrs Watt Auldeam First in the golden bulb competition went to Mrs 
Macarthur with Mrs Fraser in 2nd place Mrs Smart concluded the evening by thanking the 
various entertainers for their effort and also thanked all assembled for their attendance and their 
much appreciated gifts Mrs Houldsworth proposed a vote of thanks to the Lethen Institute on 
behalf of the guests. All in all, it was a night to be remembered.      J Smart.

Diamond Jubilee 1985 Lethen W.R.J. celebrated their Diamond Jubilee on March 12th in Fomighty 
Hall.  Mrs  Ker,  President  welcomed  Mrs  Gladman  Federation  President  and  Secretary  Mrs 
Cumming from Elgin. Former members and guests from Auldeam, Cawdor, Delnies, Geddes and 
Glenferness W.R.I.s. The Beautiful birthday cake baked by Mrs Thomson and iced by Mrs Clark, 
was cut by Lethen’s Hon President Mrs Brodie and Hon Member Mrs Allan. The entertainment was 
in the capable hands of Mrs Nancy Tulloch and the evening began with a selection of Harry Lauder  
songs,  and  the  appearance  of  eight  Harry  Lauders  on  stage  caused  much  laughter.  Mrs  Allan 
Lethen’s longest serving member followed with two recitations “The Shewing Machine” and “The 
W.R.I.” which judging by the applause were much appreciated. Mrs Clark and Mrs Tulloch sang 
“Underneath The Arches” and “Strolling” the rest of the cast joined them in a selection of songs 
from the Forties with the audience joining in. Tea was served and enjoyed by all, Especially the 
delicious cake. A quiz followed organised by Miss Robertson and the Raffle prizes were drawn. Mrs 
Tulloch then introduced the highlight of the evening. Lethen WRl’s version of “Miss Fornighty 
1985”  Contestants  from Letben,  Glenferness,  Delnies,  Auldeam,  Geddes  and  Cawdor  paraded 
in”Local Costume”, “Swimwear” and “Evening Dress”, to the hilarity of the Audience the winner 
being Miss Cawdor, Who was crowned by Miss Belivat last years Queen. The accompanist for the 
evening was Mrs Elizabeth Wilson from Nairn who was presented with a bouquet of flowers by Mrs 
Tulloch for her help. Mrs Tulloch also thanked the judges and cast. The evening ended with a vote 



of thanks to Lethen from MrsTulloch Delnies, Mrs Ker thanked guests for the lovely gifts and cards 
and for making Lethen’s Diamond Jubilee such a memorable one.
Tree Planting- Members gathered on Friday March 8th 1985 and planted a flowering cherry tree to 
commemorate Lethen W.R.I. Diamond Jubilee.



On Joining Lethen W.R.I. In 1936 - by Mrs Mary Allan

Twas  on the bonny month of May when to Braivail I went to Stay,
I made new friends, who bye and bye Invited me to come to the W.R.I.
So down the wood I went with a will To meet my freinds at Lethen Mill,
Then up the drive and up the stair to meet the other members there.
At competitions we were very keen, Sewing Knitting and baking laid out to be seen
We had outings and parties and games -  Then we all went a toddling back to our hames
Many a day I had to hike, Then I got there on my old bike
But nowadays its by Marie’s car, If it wasant for it I wouldn’t get this far.
I take this chance to thank you all, For all the kindness in this hall 
For Many many friends have I, Made through Lethen W.R.I

70th BIRTHDAY MARCH 14th 1995. President Mrs Morag Rowe welcomed Mrs Marie Mustard 
and Mrs Eileen Daniel, President and Vice President of Moray and Nairn Federation, past members 
and guests from the neighbouring WRI’s of Glenferness, Auldearn, Delnies, Geddes and Cawdor.
Honorary President Mrs Joice Ker and Honorary member Mrs Mary Allen cut the lovely birthday 
cake baked by Mrs Jess Coutts and iced by Mrs Heather Forbes. Mrs Anne Clark gave a short 
history of the Lethen WRI when members walked to meetings in the hail at Lethen House to the 
present day. Mrs Allan has been a member for 60 years and still attends regularly. The entertainment 
began with community singing. Mrs Allan in her inimitable style gave two recitations “Shewing 
Machines” and the “WRI”. This was followed by “Stars in your eyes” with Mrs Clark as 
“Pavarottie” Mrs Smart as “Elton John” Mrs MacLean as “Dolly Parton” Mrs Samuel and Mrs 
Rowe as”Torvill and Dean”and Mrs Mime as “Shirley Bassey” and judging by the laughter this was 
enjoyed by all. Mrs Margaret Stewart in charge of the catering with the help of members produced a 
beautiful tea.

The second half was a comedy sketch produced by Mrs Samuel and Mrs MacLean. This was set in 
a Retirement Home for Lethen W R I members, and Mrs Tullock as matron had to deal with 
Characters like Seth, Maud,Compo+ferret, Nora, Victor and Hyacinth played by Mrs Marie McKay 
Mrs Kerschat, Mrs Clark, Mrs Smart, Mrs Samuel and Mrs Findlay. After a good win on the Lottery 
the old folk set off on a trip to Paris with fun and chaos to follow.

Mrs Janet Stewart as the Priest told stories, the Can-Can dancers were Mrs Mile and Mrs Allerdyce 
and the Phantom striptease artist was Mrs MacLean.
Raffles were drawn and Mrs Mustard on behalf of the visitors thanked Lethen for a very enjoyable 
evening.
Musical Director for the evening was Mrs Memory MacDonald and assistants were Mrs Brodie and 
Mrs Forbes.
Bulb Competition Winners:- Macarthur trophy for Hyacinths 1st Mrs Jane Smart 2nd Mrs Morag 
Rowe.  Jane Smart Trophy for other Bulbs:- Mrs Jessie Fraser. Pot Plant :- Mrs Rosemary Samuel. 
Morag Rowe.

NORTH EAST 15 MINUTE COMPETITION  On 4th March 1996 “Lethen Lights” entered the 15  
minute competition in Applegrove School Forres.  They came in first, and went forward to the  

next stage at Elgin on Saturday 13th April they were second.  “Lethen Lights” did a very  
good variety show had great fun Practising and were happy at the outcome.  

On Wednesday February 26th “Lethen Lights’ entertained at a concert in Nairn in aid of Church  
birthday celebrations. Over £300 was raised, for what turned out to be a grand effort by the  
girls. The first half was a 30 minutes of variety and the second half took on a Western Theme  

with songs and line dancing.





LHANBRYDE

Date Formed 14th February 1924

Meeting Place Callum’s Hall(original School in Walker’s Cresc now a private house 
“Tarnash”) Lhanbryde Village Hall (Current)

First Meeting Thursday 20th March 1924 (Thursday nearest the full moon)

Honorary members Lady Margaret Tennant, Mrs MacDonald

List of Presidents Mrs Duncan, mrs Johnston, Mrs Rattray, Mrs Campbell, Mrs Dougherty, Mrs 
Seiche, Mrs Rankin, Mrs Burr, Mrs Harvey, Mrs Kinloch, Mrs Daniel, Mrs 
Welsh, Mrs Harrold, Mrs Speed.

List of Founder Members Miss Alllan. Mrs Anderson, Mrs Cruikshank, Miss Callum, Mrs 
Edwards, Miss Humphrey, Mrs Harrold, Mrs MacBeath, Mrs McKenzie, Mrs 
Mearns, Mrs Rankin, Mrs Rutherford, Mrs Strathdee.

Membership high and Low 1949   - 66 members 1997  - 16 members

On 22nd January 1924 Mrs Duncan, the minister’s wife of St Andrews Lhanbryde church wrote to 
the SWRI Northern Headquarters at Perth requesting literature on the movement with a view to 
starting a WRI at Lhanbryde.  A company of 27 local ladies met on 14th February 1924 in Callum’s 
Hall (now ‘Tarnash’, a private house at the West end of Walker’s Crescent, but once Lhanbryde 
school) and voted unanimously to start a WRI. Miss Laurie, a representative from the headquarters 
at Perth was present and explained to the company the object of the association.

A committee was formed with the following office bearers appointed, President - Mrs 
Duncan;
Vice President - Mrs McHardy; Secretary - Mrs Reid; Treasurer - Miss Rose;
Committee - Mrs McKinley, Miss Charlotte Clelland, Miss Mima Cumming, Miss Simpson 
and Miss Bain.
A programme was then drafted for the following month’s meeting which was to be held in Callum’s 
Hall on Thursday 20th March 1924 - the first Thursday nearest to the frill moon. No street lamps 
then.  At the first meeting a demonstration on rug making was given by Mrs Bain, Walker’s 
Crescent and Miss E Humphrey, Templand.  The entertainment for the evening was solos by Mrs R 
McKinley, recitations by Miss Ogilvie and organ selections by Miss Simpson, Templand. The 
meeting closed by singing the National Anthem.

In the early years of the ‘Rural’, a representative from the Northern Headquarters at Perth visited 
the Institute at 4 monthly intervals, to check on its progress, and to give a demonstration - the choice 
having been selected from a list sent to the Institute prior to the representative’s visit.
Subscriptions in the early years were 2/-(l0p in today’s money) per annum. Visitors paid 6d (2½p) 
per meeting. Each meeting started with the reading of a motto and closed by singing the National 
Anthem.

The following are examples of demonstrations held in the early years: Refooting cashmere 
stockings, Wireless, Antiques, Bandaging, Poultry Keeping, Bulb Culture, Leatherwork, Singer 
Sewing Machine Co, Stencilling, Fruit Bottling, Lampshade Making, First Aid, Pen Painting and 



Crepe Paper Work.

During the early years, quite a lot of talented members attended the “Rural”, with a bagpipe player 
and several other members able to play the piano and organ.  There were also several soloists.  
Other members performed sketches, both at Lhanbryde and when visiting other  institutes.

After holding the meetings for 2 years in Callum’s Hall, the WRI moved to the newly built St 
Andrew’s Lhanbryde School at Sherrifston. The WRJ continued to flourish and in 1925 many of the 
members sent entries to the Moray Farmers Association Show held at the Mart in Elgin where most 
were successful prize winners. Cranloch WRI was the first visiting Rural and a pleasant evening 
was held with them. The outing that year was to Gilliebog - the area next to the present bowling 
green. A Christmas party was held and it was decided to include members’ children at future parties. 
Also in 1925 a Bums Concert was held with tickets costing 1/6 (7Y2p) which included concert, tea 
and dance.

The WRI continued to expand until the start of the Second World War when because of the black-
out rules, it was decided to put it in abeyance. The Rural re-started on 24th January 1946 with Mrs 
Burr as President. Twenty previous members attended and 12 others including quite a few young 
members. Membership from then on increased to 66 in 1949. In 1949 Urquhart, the neighbouring 
district formed its own WRL, with members from that area who had previously attended Lhanbryde 
joining Urquhart.

Annual events taking place each year included whist drives, bulb shows, Bums’ Suppers with 
members cooking the ‘neeps and tatties’. Halloween and Christmas parties were held for members’ 
children. An annual bus outing was held each summer with Aberdeen, Pitlochry, Ullapool and Oban 
being some of the destinations.

When Moray and Naim Federation was formed in 1926, a Bi-annual Show was held. At the Show 
on 22nd May 1971 Lhanbryde won the President’s Cup in the Co-operative entry for ‘High Tea for 
Two’. In 1975, Lhanbryde also won a biscuit barrel for most points in the handicrafts section of the 
Show.  Mrs Daniel in 1987 received a certificate for the best entry, again in the Co-operative 
competition with a beautifully embroidered tea-cloth.

Other successes were in indoor bowling competitions where Lhanbryde won in May 1976 and again 
in 1985.           

Elgin and at Federation Annual subscriptions have varied over the years from 2/- (10p) and 6d (2½p) 
for a visitor, through to 3/- (15p) in the 1950’s and 1960’s, till today’s subscription of £4.

Over the years the meetings have been held at various venues including Callum’s Hall, St. Andrew’s 
Lhanbryde School at Sherrifston, The Gay Gordon Bar (now The Gordon Highlander Bar) and The 
Drill Hall (now St. Andrew’s Hotel). In 1967, when the new school was built in the village, 
meetings were held in the small community room within the school, or in one of the classrooms. 
This school has been replaced in 1997 by a completely new school with the car park where the 
previous school was situated.  Since the present Village Hall was built, meetings have been held 
there. Fees for the use of halls have varied. No record is held of the cost of hiring Callum’s Hall. 
Depending on the venues, the cost per hour has varied from 50p - £1.25 to £5 today.

In 1974 a 50th Birthday Party and Meal were held in the Laichmoray Hotel, Elgin, where the 
president Mrs. Campbell cut the cake which was made and iced by Mrs. W. Murray. The toast to the 



Institute was proposed by Mrs. Rattray.

In 1991 Mrs Daniel, A Lhanbryde member and member of the Federation  Executive Committee 
mqade a banner to celebrate the 65th birthday of the Federation, the banner was displayed at the St 
Giles Centre in Elgin and at Federation Events.

In 1981 Lhanbryde bought a silver cup to be presented annually to the member gaining most points 
in the monthly competitions, Mrs Daniel being the first winner. Along with the cup a voucher for £5 
is also given, the runner up receiving £3 and £2 for the third prize winner.

The WRI has always given donations to various charities over the years eg Royal Lifeboat 
Institution, Blind Institution etc. Members have always been willing to assist the local fund raising 
events.

To keep up with the changing times endeavour has been made to provide speakers and 
demonstrations in new subjects.  A great many new crafts are now enjoyed.

The annual bus outing is no longer held owing to the few members and the difficulty in filling a bus 
and also finding suitable destinations. With most people owning cars the bus outing no longer holds 
such appeal as it did in earlier years.  Meetings still follow the same form with the reading of the 
minutes, treasurer’s report, remainder of business followed by either a talk or demonstration. We no 
longer have a motto in the syllabus and no longer sing the National Anthem at the close of the 
meetings. Entertainment is no longer included at meetings owing to the difficulty in finding local 
entertainers. The monthly competitions in either crafts, cookery, etc and occasionally a fun item to 
allow all members to take part are still held. Today many members enjoy various types of 
needlework. To raise funds a concert is held annually, a popular event.  Although membership has 
decreased and it is extremely difficult to attract new members, it is hoped that Lhanbryde WRJ will 
continue in the future years.



LONGMORN

Date formed 5th February 1925

Meeting Place Clackmarras School(original), Fogwatt Hall(current)

First meeting 5th February 1925 

Honorary members Mrs M Gillespie

List of Presidents 1925 Miss Ramsay; 1926 Mrs Ferrier; 1927-37 Mrs Dickson;  
1938-45 Mrs Calder; 1946-47 Mrs E Williams; 1948 Mrs Ramsay;
1949-51 Mrs Calder; 1951-54 Mrs N Robertson; 1954-56 Mrs Calder;        
1956-58 Mrs Robertson; 1958-60 Mrs Calder; 1960-67 Mrs Robertson; 
1967-68 Mrs Wiles; 1968-75 Mrs Tough; 1975-78 Mrs Shand; 
1978-80 Mrs Hewson; 11980-81 Mrs S Grant; 1981-84 Mrs Wiles; 
1984-85 Mrs Anderson; 1985-87 Mrs Wiles; 1987-89 Mrs Greer; 
1989-97 Mrs Simpson; 1997- Mrs N Angus.

List of Founder Members (41) Miss A Anderson, Miss E Anderson; Miss A Allan; 
Ms E Anderson; Miss D Chaplin; Miss A Cruikshanks; the Misses Craik; Mrs 

Duncan; Mrs Ferrier; Miss Forsyth; The Misses Grant; Mrs Grigor; Miss Gray; Mrs 
Gray; Mrs Hay; Miss Hird; Mrs Herd; Mrs McGilmeroy; Mrs McKay; Miss Mitchell; 
Miss MacDonald; The Misses Prroctor; Mrs Peterson; Mrs Ross; Miss Ramsay; Miss 
Reid; Mrs Reid; Mrs Ross; Mrs M Ross; Mrs Thomson; Mrs Thomson; Miss Tough; Mrs 
Tough; The Misses Shanks; Mrs Shanks; Mrs Shipley; Mrs Wiles.

Membership High and Low  1949 - 54 members      1939 - 20 members

Longmorn minute books and Committee minutes pre-1955 are sadly missing ; Account Books date 
from 1929 and fortunately “Accounts Synopses” have been kept for 1925-57 .  A copy of each 
year’s syllabus has been kept ( a few including the War years are missing).

Three attempts were made to establish an institute at Longmorn, the final by Mrs Ferrier of Riach 
House was successful and the inaugural meeting was held on 25 February 1925 with 41 ladies 
enrolling.
Meeting Places   Clackmarras School 1925-1928 on Thursdays nearest the full moon for ease 

of travel at night,  Fogwatt hall until 1936, Rented hut at Whitegates, Longmorn. 
(Meeting described by visiting area organiser as rather dismal, due mainly to the poor 
lighting - paraffin - and surroundings).  Institute purchased a Nissen hut  in 1948 ,which 
cost £90, and  then £100 to equip and erect on the road to Longmorn Distillery. In 1965 
repairs and maintenance costs were too high and the hut was sold and the Institute moved 
back to Fogwatt hall.

Subscriptions  2/- (10p) in 1925  and until 1950 then with gradual increases to £4.50 at present. 
members pay extra for their cup of tea - currently 30p.

Speakers  Over the years, the syllabus has always contained a good mix of craft and cookery 
demonstrations, talks of topical interest, slides or films of places at home and abroad, gardening, 



hairdressing, make-up and health,matter of opinion etc.  In 1929, a speaker told members how to 
cure rabbit skins - and their uses!  There was a talk in 1959 on atomic warfare,  hypnotism in 1979 
saw a member being hypnotised, in 1987  the demonstrator  of Fish cookery forgot the fish!
In the early years the Northern Area Organiser visited to talk on SWRI or give a demonstration, she 
would then report on the meeting .  In 1944 the organiser was asked if she could cycle as there were 
no buses and the overnight accommodation was 3 miles from the hall.  Until the early 1940s a 
motto accompanied each item on the syllabus eg “a little forethought will save much afterthought”, 
this for a topic of gardening and a competition in bulb growing.

Pre NHS, collections of eggs and jam were made for the hospital.  Immediately after the War a 
welcome home party was organised for the homecoming troops.

Outings were very popular sometimes two or more a year , these included picnics, bus runs etc.  for 
a time a summer picnic for local children was also organised.  Currently, Longmorn has a Summer 
Outing and  a Christmas meal in a local hotel.  Special anniversaries are also celebrated at local 
hotels.

Competitions  Many of the usual baking and craft items plus eg a fancy hat using a colander; the 
ideal husband - not more than 12 words; walk on jam jars.

Formerly Longmorn had a very active Drama team, now however Bowling is popular in the 
institute and teams are entered for the Short mat, Stadium, and Outdoor bowling competitions, with 
success in Short Mat in 1992, and all three competitions in 1996. The institute has usually taken 
part in the Bi Annual Federation  Exhibition with co-operative and individual entries.

Poem written by Mrs E Tough  in 1987 - the evening the Fish Demonstrator forgot her fish, and as a 
new demonstrator she was to be unexpectedly assessed by her employers!

Wednesday the 11th a nicht in November,
is one that oor Rural will aye remember
The Demo had been booked for a while
The Committee decked oot the hall in style
Oor members baked and worked with a will
To mak oor sales table over spill
Wi tablecloths and richt bonnie dishes
The hall looked swell.  Noo tae the fishes
Frae Inverness cam Kathleen Gell
Tae cook some fish and “how to” tell,
But sad to say, tho she’d a’thing else
Her fish were still on her freezer shelf.
So off tae Fine Fare she went in search
Of haddock fillet, sole or perch.



When she wis awa we held oor sale
Noo there begins oor fishy tale.
In the kitchen noo, things got hairy,
The lass in tears, but ther wis Mary-
She didna panic, she’s grand at coping,
Had the cooker on, some leeks was chopping.
During all this, a visitor wis feeling sick,
Nettie got her a drink o water gey quick
It seems she wis pregnant, but seen wis a richt
Tho it gave some o us a bit o a fricht.
Back in the kitchen, Nettie cam on the scene,
Wis fair concerned an said “fit need dee’in?
A loud cry for breadcrumbs - she’d left them too 
“OK”, said Nettie “I’ll see fit I can do.”
She found some sandwiches, wis heard tae mutter
I’ll tak oot the fillin as weel’s the butter.
They went through the sieve, crusts and all 
We kent nane o this through in the hall
The Demonstration went on non stop,
Wi a good kitchen staff fa didna flop.
All credit to Kathleen who wis affa distressed
It hid tae be that niche that she wis assessed
Through in the hall a’thing wis fine,
A grand tea wis served jist efter nine.
But dinna mention fish tae Nettie for a while
And the thocht o it a maks Mary smile.



MOSSTODLOCH
(BALNACOUL)

Date Formed October/November 1959

Meeting Place Balnacoul School; Mosstodloch School; Speymouth Hall

First Meeting 21st January 1960

Honorary Members Miss Clark, Mrs Fraser, Mrs Murdoch.

List of Presidents Mrs Loveland, Mrs Robertson, Mrs MacDonald, ……Mrs Webster

List of Founder Members Mrs Loveland, Mrs Ingram, Mrs Crombie, Mrs Fraser, Miss Clark

Membership High and Low 1974 - 70 members;  1961 - 20-25 members.

In case of any confusion about the Rural name, some historical account is required.  A group of 
ladies met in the Autumn of 1959 with the intention forming an institute.  The venue was the old 
Balnacoul School, and the first official meeting was held in January 1960.  Later the Rural moved 
to the new school in Mosstodloch.  The exact date of moving to the present venue - Speymouth 
Hall, Mosstodloch , is uncertain but an extract from the minutes says that a gift for the new Hall 
was discussed in September 1977, and the building was officially opened on 15th October 1977.  
The WRI took charge of the work stall on the first Fair Day in 1979.

In the early days, before the increasing distraction of television, there was a variety of 
entertainment.  There were choirs, sketches, a drama group, Burns’ Nights, and whist drives (29 
tables in 1962).  There was a concert party which entertained other WRIs.  A Hallowe’en party was 
held for the children.  Dinner Dances were held  regularly.  One memorable occasion in Buckie, the 
lights went out and a romantic meal was  had by candlelight.  Coffee evenings were very popular, 
and raised surprisingly large sums of money for funds.

A local “Top Club” competition was held in 1979, where the Rural were second and the Bowling 
Club were first.  This quiz did not long survive the initial enthusiasm, though the committee for the 
hall  roof repairs hold quiz nights in which the rural is well represented, though the prize eludes us.  

Since the 1980s, Bowling Competitions have been held every year and Mosstodloch have been very 
successful.  In 1983, we won the first prize for a club entry in the Flower Show.  In 1997, the Fair 
Day was revived for the sake of the hall roof fund (SHADE) and the Rural again gave loyal support.

Visits were made to many interesting places, both near and far.  The annual outing was postponed 
in1964 because of the Aberdeen typhoid outbreak, but a visit was made to Pluscarden Abbey.  A 
Garden Party was held at Dallas lodge in June 1967, and Scone palace was visited later that year.  
Outings have also been made to Rothes and Tamdhu distilleries.  



In 1973, we attended a show with the Alexander Brothers in Aberdeen, and the Rural was once 
invited to be part of an audience for a Grampian TV production.  When it was broadcast, everyone 
was thrilled to find that the TV cameras showed them tat their best, which is more than can be said 
for some hand held cameras.  In 1976 26 members  attended the Golden Jubilee celebration of 
Moray and Nairn Federation held in Elgin Town Hall; a sketch “In the Dispensary” was presented 
as Mosstodloch’s contribution.  

Our membership has been well represented at Federation level with Mrs Cant as Chairwoman, and 
Miss Clark as Treasurer.  High points have been earned at the Federation Show, and in 1995 
Mosstodloch won the handcrafts Trophy.

Our syllabus has contained a variety of items - films, slode shows, handcrafts (a rug making class 
started as a result of a demonstration), in 1970 there was a talk on decimal currency, and there have 
been talks by public services and charities.  A fund raising event for charities has been held every 
year.  We do not however sing the rural song nowadays.

The wooden plaque bearing the name of the institute was presented by Mr Jim Webster in 1978 
after a film show about the Forestry Commission.  The Competition Cup was presented in 1971 by 
the then President Mrs Stewart, the first winner was Mrs Munro.

1960 3d (1¼p) for the cup of tea
1961 £12.00 to hire a bus to Aberdeen
1968 magazine price raised from 9d (3¾p)  to 1/- (5p)
1970 subscriptions raised to 5/- (25p)
1984 subscriptions raised to £1.25
1998 subscriptions £5.00

May we pay tribute to all who are game enough to enter competitions, to all who work well behind 
the scenes, those who venture out on stormy nights, and those with no video who choose to miss a 
cliffhanger on TV.  Such people are the backbone of the Rural in particular, and of the community at 
large



NEW ELGIN 

Date Formed 10th September 1928

Meeting Place New Elgin Hall, New Elgin School (Wartime)

First Meeting 10th September 1928

Honorary Members Mrs Watson, Mrs Ralph, Miss Anderson

List of Presidents Mrs Adam (20 yr); Mrs Morrison; Mrs Gladman; Mrs Morrison; Mrs Darnley; Mrs 
Barclay; Mrs Morrison; Mrs Darnley.

List of Founder Members 36

Membership High and Low 106 members   

A Craft Exhibition was held in New Elgin Public Hall in July 1928. After letters between Miss Ramsay, 
Longmorn House; Miss Howard (Organiser), Perth; Mrs Barr, New Elgin and Mrs Robertson, Linkwood, the 
Hall was booked for this Exhibition. For afternoon and evening the hire of the hall was 7/6d. Lots of interest 
was shown and, from this, an open meeting was held in the hall on 10th September 1928. Forty ladies were 
present. Thirty-six signed on and became members. They formed a committee, elected office bearers and 
compiled their first syllabus.

Now, these Organisers would report on their institute visits and one, a Miss Paton, wrote of New Elgin - 
“Quite a promising district. There is a Mother’s Meeting, run by the minister’s wife, a Chapter of the Eastern 
Star, but the WRI will include all kinds. The community is difficult to please and will need careful handling. 
New Elgin is a busy, gossipy place.” (Is it any different today?)       She goes on, “Luckily the President is 
out of it - (Linkwood). Mrs Robertson is a little shy but speaks well. Mrs Michael (Slater’s wife) is very keen 
but a little difficult and Mrs Turner (the Dominie’s wife) is very good and very keen indeed. This is quite 
promising for an Institute. Membership will be confined to New Elgin and Rural District.

The Institute started with 36 members on 10 September 1928. There were 84 members the following month 
(October), and in January 1929, 96 members. The Committee decided to limit membership to 100. However, 
it did rise to 106 with membership fee one shilling per member.
Throughout the years, there were many concerts, whist drives, dramatic artevenings, dances and parties for 
the children. One party had 80 children present - all belonging to members. Quite prolific they were then. 
(There wis nae peel in thae days!)  At one point, Miss Margaret Turner (Mrs Margaret Wright) when 
Secretary, sent for 4 stiff-backed cookery books at 1/- each. Years later, the price was up 100% to 
2/-. Cookery Books today cost £ 4.25. 

During wartime, the WRI met in the school, the hall being used by the Army Sometimes in the hall 
at the old Elgin Station, members met and there would knit for the forces. The Army lads, stationed 
at Linkwood, would be invited along, sit in with the ladies and all enjoyed cups of tea together. In 
1942, Secretary Bathy Campbell, in cancelling a demonstrator, wrote: “I am sorry we won’t be able 
to have you. In these blackout days we have to consider the moon - as most of our members are not 



as young as they used to be.”
Competitions then:- Christmas gift costing not more than 2/6d(12½ p); A meal for 6 people costing 
not more than 2/-(10 p); A packed lunch for a “working man” and, a “Whistling Competition”

Mrs Rita Watson, was Secretary in the early years and later again in wartime. Mrs Gillies, followed 
her and held office for 20 years. Mrs Isabel Adam, Glassgreen, was New Elgin President for 20 
years. She also held office as Treasurer of Moray & Nairn Federation for 23 years. She retired in 
1972. In a dinner party in St Leonard’s Hotel, Elgin, the then President, Mrs Chris Morrison called 
on Mrs McLennan, a founder member, to present a leather handbag to Mrs Adam. This was 
contributed to by all members of the Institute. Startled and very surprised, Mrs Adam in her thanks 
said, “I never thought so many women could keep a secret.” After Mrs Adam’s Presidency, all 
office bearers served 3 year terms. Following Mrs Adam, Mrs C Morrison was next President.

After her, Mrs J H Gladman, Mrs Jan Morrison, Mrs Ann Darnley, Mrs A Barclay, Mrs Jan 
Morrison and currently (1997) Mrs Ann Darnley. During these ladies’ terms of office, the Institute 
continued to do well with interesting and successful meetings and entering all the Moray and Nairn 
Federation had to offer. Members served in the Executive Committee of the Federation in the 
Offices - Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Federation Secretary, Central Councillor and Handicrafts 
Secretary.

The Federation Exhibition held bi-annually in Elgin Town Hall always counted New Elgin among 
the competing Institutes for the Co-operative Exhibit. This is the Premier award, namely the Lady 
Gordon Cumming Cup. New Elgin’s name is engraved 3 times on this trophy.In 1973, Vice-
President Mrs lsobel Younie, announcing New Elgin winner of the Lady Gordon Cup said, as she 
held high the silver trophy, “We must fill this cup”- and she did, pouring 2 bottles of Asti Spumante 
into the silver tassie. Mrs Younie drank, passed cup to Secretary and Treasurer, then directed all 
present to - “Tak a houp”. Seventy-five points out of 80 - a worthy winner indeed. Twelve years 
later, in 1985, New Elgin took the cup home again.
In earlier years the Federation staged their Exhibition at the Moray Farmers’ Show in New Elgin. 
One year, 1965, HRH Princess Alexandra visited the Show and in the WRI marquee, Mrs Adam and 
Miss J Robertson were presented.

In Handicrafts and Housewives Tests organised by SWRI HQ Edinburgh members won Honours, 
1st Class and 2nd Class Certificates.

One monthly competition was for a ‘knitted handbag’. One member decided to make this bag with 
Raffene, etc. The materials were duly bought in Elgin. Staff asked that the finished article be 
brought in for their perusal. The bag took first place and was duly taken to the shop. Seeing it, the 
owner asked that it be shown in the window with materials, leaflets, etc. This was done. Later, the 
winning member heard that ‘a certain member entered a competition, but the article had been 
bought in a shop. The winning lady decided not to challenge this accusation, deciding that this was 
best for the Rural. From this happening, one might say WRI Craftsmanship is often thought of as 
such high standard as to be considered professional. 

In the Federation Matter of Opinion, New Elgin did not always enter but in 1991 with Chairman 
Mrs Gladman, Ann Darnley, Nan Brotchie and Helen Hogg, first place was awarded to New Elgin 
Institute. 

In 1974 we had a National Fuel Crisis when in all public halls, heating was at a minimum or none at 
all. The Institute moved to a smaller place - the hall annexe. Despite the cold, we continued to hold 
our meetings, only one month being cancelled. 



In 1979, the Mid Nithsdale Group, Dumfriesshire, visited the Federation one weekend. Members 
throughout Moray & Nairn gave hospitality. This was a very happy and successful visit. In 
Fochabers Hall, entertainment was organised by New Elgin. Artistes from various Institutes 
performed, the majority New Elgin. At this concert, Miss Piggy, Kermit and The Wonder Women 
were popular artistes. The following year, we enjoyed a wonderful weekend down in Mid Nithsdale. 

In 1982, 3 founder members (1928), Mrs Rita Watson, Mrs Margaret Ralph and Miss Annie 
Anderson, after tribute paid to their excellent service to the WRI throughout their 54 years 
membership, were presented with Honorary Member Certificates and Badges.

Since the National Choir competition started, New Elgin has never entered -we didn’t have a choir. 
However, way back in 1930, Mrs Michael took the Institute Choir into the Elgin Music Festival 
where they sang their way to first place. 

Then came the Federation Quiz. The first one was held in the East End School where Mr Eric 
Mudie was Headmaster. The winner was Delnies, Nairn and the runner-up, New Elgin. Team: Mrs 
Judy Rose, Mrs Elizabeth Ogilvie, Mrs Shona Green and Mrs Nan Mayor. We have only managed 
runner-up place since in this competition.

In the SWRI Tri-ennial Conference in Edinburgh, New Elgin usually had a delegate and often, 
visitors to observe. In 1982, 2 Motions came from Moray & Nairn. One was from New Elgin - Mrs 
J Gladman, who proposed: “That the Post Office reduce postage for Inland Christmas cards during 
first 2 weeks of December to a flat rate of I Op”. The Motion was carried, but the Post Office did 
not reduce postage then or indeed, at any time since.

We know there were Concerts and Drama in earlier years but not the specific nature. More recently, 
we’ve had sketches, plays - mostly humorous, various types of dancing, solo singing, the Singing 
Seasons, monologues and a Farcical Fashion Parade with commere Madame Fifi. 

For many years, Mr John Brebner, New Elgin, an excellent versatile pianist accompanied many 
outside Artistes and Rural members. We affectionately termed him “our Honorary Member”. 
Member Mrs Anne Grant (pianist in Scottish Dance Band), another versatile pianist, accompanied 
many New Elgin entertainers, including our last big event - The National ‘15 Minute Variety 
Entertainment’ Competition. This was held in Applegrove School, Forres where New Elgin was 
placed third, and a more than worthy third it was.
Since 1993, we have held meetings in the Hall Annexe. Our membership number is sadly decreased 
as with most Institutes. A smaller meeting place was needed. We continue to hope the downward 
trend in our numbers will stop and UP we’ll go.
For the Federation’s “Help for Bosnia” New Elgin members donated most generously, suitable gifts 
for this worthy cause.

Sport had come into the Rural. Golf first but it was Indoor Bowling which took New Elgin to the 
fore. The first Federation Competition in 1970 was won by New Elgin. Our name is engraved on 
the silver salver donated by Federation Chairman, Mrs Betty Mackintosh, Kincorth, Forres. Until 2 
years ago, we continued to enter this Competition, winning the trophy again with Skip Jean 
Henderson, Jean Gladman, Jessie Sutherland and Isobel Rose.
At a Christmas Dinner in the Cottar Hoose - 1995 - Mrs Jean Gladman was made an Honorary 
President. Mrs Ann Darnley, President, handed over an Honorary President Certificate and Badge.



Over the years, many ways have been used in raising monies for WRI Funds. To name but 2 - 
Coffee Evenings (Bingo for prizes) and the latest - Car Boot Sales.

New Elgin has been generous in giving to various charities and none benefited more so than the 
“Macmillan Mile for Macmillan Nurses”. Fourteen members took part in a sponsored walk all 
round Milbuies Loch. The monies raised was a magnificent £556.63..
From the beginning of WRls, a popular method of fund raising was the Bring and Buy Sale. At just 
such a one in New Elgin, business had been brisk. Everything had been cleared away. Anne Grant, 
making for home, could not find her hat. It was missing. After much searching, the awful truth 
emerged - it had been sold at the Sales Table. And, for the niggardly sum of ten pence. The 
purchaser was a maiden lady of some time difficult manner. Would there be a confrontation? But 
no. In true WRI manner, the buyer returned the hat to its owner and declared “Keep the ten pence 
for Rural funds.”

Over the years, we have had a great band of loyal members. Special mention, however, should be 
given to Jeanie Gladman, our Honorary President. Mrs Gladman’s office-bearing at Institute level 
included: Secretary -6 years; and President -2 terms.  She is also past Secretary -6 ½ years, Vice-
Chairman, Chairman and Central Councillor (Magazine Committee) at Federation Level



RAFFORD

Date Formed July 1928

Meeting Place  Rafford School , Rafford District Hall

First Meeting 19th September 1928

Honorary Members

List of Presidents 1928-31, 37-38 Mrs Murray; 1935-36 Mrs C Murray; 1942 Mrs Hay;
1943-44 Mrs Fraser; 1946-47 Miss Shand; 1949-57 Mrs Galloway; 
1957-58 Mrs Bremner; 1958-64 Mrs Houldsworth; 
thereafter (not in order) - Mrs Houldsworth, Mrs DuBoulay, Mrs McArthur, 
Mrs MacFie, Mrs McKellar, Mrs Garrow, Mrs Bruce, Mrs McKenzie, 
Mrs Simpson, Mrs Cameron.

List of Founder Members Mrs Anderson, Mrs Ballantyne, Mrs Clark, Miss Falconer, 
Mrs Fraser, Mrs Galloway, Mrs Hood, Mrs Innes, The Misses Laing (2), Miss 
Murray, Mrs Murray, Mrs Mavor, Miss MacKay, Miss Paterson, 
Mrs Reid, Miss Ramsay, Mrs Ramsay, Miss Reid, the Misses Sutherland (3), 
Mrs Thomson, Miss Tulloch, Mrs Wright, Mrs Walker.

Membership High and Low  20

Rafford WRI was founded in 1928, meetings were then held in the school, with heating by a coal 
fire and lighting by paraffin lamps.

As there were few cars, the ladies either walked or cycled for miles to attend meetings.

Mrs Flora Simpson attended the WRI as a young girl and remembers times when they all knitted 
socks for Forces Comforts.  Members would put on small sketches for their  own entertainment.

The WRI and the Church Guild members performed plays and local people always took part in 
concerts.

Annual Basket Whist Drives were a popular event in those days.  In the 1960s  outings were 
arranged to places as far afield as Dundee, Perth and Skye, all this at a time when high tea cost 5/- 
or 25p. 



ROSEISLE

Date Formed 13th May 1987 (reformed after 28 years break)

Meeting Place Roseisle Village hall

First Meeting 10th June 1987

Honorary Members

List of Presidents Mrs Glenton, Mrs McCormack

List of Founder Members Mrs Clark, Mrs Scott, Mrs Glenton.

Membership High and Low 19 members;  15 members

Wednesday 10th June, 1987 was an important date in the history of Roseisle W.R.I. as this was 
when 13 ladies met to discuss re-forming an Institute which had been in abeyance for25 years.  Also 
present were Mrs. Ena Cant and Mrs Dorothy Newbould representing Moray and Nairn Federation.  

Office Bearers elected were - President - Mrs. Barbara Glenton, Vice-President - Mrs. Myra Younie, 
Secretary - Mrs. Shiela Clark, Treasurer - Mrs. Ann Scott. Committee - Mrs. Helen Forbes, Mrs. 
Jean Fraser, Mrs. Wendy Brown, Mrs. Gill McCormick. 

It was agreed membership would be £2 (now £5). Forms were handed out for A Sponsored Knit 
over the summer months for Institute funds. Knee rugs were donated to local hospitals at a later 
date. 

Office Bearers and committee were to meet and arrange a syllabus for the 1987/88 session. After tea 
the meeting ended at 9.3Opm with everyone agreeing it had been a most enjoyable two hours and 
were looking forward to the next meeting on 9th September.  At this meeting it was decided the 
Institute should continue to meet on the second Wednesday of each month from September to June 
at 7.3Opm in Roseisle Village Hall following the stipulated S.W.R.I. format of a welcome to 
members by the President followed by reading of minutes of previous meeting which would be 
approved, also all business matters would be attended to, followed by either an informative talk or 
practical demonstration ending with tea and eats supplied by two members on a roster who would 
also bring a prize for raffling to supplement funds.  After which would be announced the result of 
the monthly competition, the meeting to end around 9.30 - 10pm. 

At the end of the first year the Institute purchased a Rose Bowl to be presented to the member with 
most points in the monthly competitions, the first name on it being Jean Fraser followed by 
Margaret Stewart, Myra Younie, Wendy Brown, Ann Scott x3, Margaret Mitchell x2 and Gill 
McCormick.

At the first time competing at a Federation Show in 1989, the Institute was delighted at member 
Margaret Stewart winning the Peggy Brown Trophy for the best knitted bedjacket in the “Breakfast 
In Bed” Co-Operative Entry and in 1991 at coming second in the “Easter Tea Party” as well as The 
Silver Candlesticks for most points in the flower arranging competitions and in 1995 coming third 
in “Grannie ‘s 100th Birthday”, unfortunately 1993 and 1997 were off years for us in the eyes of the 
judges!!!



Topics from over the years that spring to mind - 
LACE MAKING with Jan Pennington;  
LIFE STORY OF WOOD.. .video by ERCOL;  
TRACE YOUR FAMILY TREE with Ann Pettigrew; 
ANTIQUE ROAD SHOW with Mr. Bruce, 
CAKE DECORATING with Robbie McIntyre, 
PRESSED FLOWER PICTURES with Donnie McBean, 
LOCAL ARTIST Harley Miller, 
COME AND MEET YOUR NEIGHBOUR NIGHT  
INTERNATIONAL NIGHT with loan boxes on INDIA and NEW ZEALAND from HQ                    

Competitions for 
CLOOTIE DUMPLIN~ 
DRAUGHT EXCLUDER, 
HOUSEHOLD HINT, 
FLORAL ARRANGEMENT IN A CUP AND SAUCER
,LONGEST APPLE SKIN PARING, AFTER DINNER MINTS                           

Supporting Charities such as 
DOGS FOR THE HARD OF HEARING, 
BACK PAIN ASSOCIATI ON
SAMARITANS 
1996 NATIONWIDE MACMILLION MILE CHALLENGE                 

Summer Outings to 
DRUMMUIR CASTLE,
MONIACK CASTLE WINERY, 
EDEN COURT THEATRE, 
DUFF HOUSE, 
BALLINDALLOCH CASTLE                        

Members are good at supporting Federation Events and competitions and when three members 
attended A Scottish Country Dance Weekend School in Scotlands Hotel, Pitlochry in April 1991 at 
which information on The Royal Scottish Branch was obtained and led to a class being started in 
the Village Hall still going strong and referred to as the W.R.I’s GOOD DEED for the Village Hall. 

When the first President Barbara Glenton moved from the village in 1991 she presented the Institute 
with a silver bell which is great for bringing members to attention!!!

Ten years on the first competition for 1997/98 was “If you know a good thing pass it on” which was 
the catch phrase of Moray and Nairn Federation Chairman Anne Clark and been the cornerstone of 
S.W.R.I. since 1917 at Longniddry, LONG MAY IT FLOURISH.



URQUHART & DISTRICT

Date Formed 2nd November 1949

Meeting Place Urquhart Parish Hall

First Meeting 7th December 1949

Honorary Members President, Lady Margaret Tennant

List of Presidents Lady Margaret Tennant; Mrs Black; Miss Forsyth; Mrs Laing; 
Mrs MacKenzie; Mrs Sutherland; Mrs Mitchell; Mrs Cowe; Mrs Fitch; Mrs 

Price; Mrs McGregor.

List of Founder Members Lady Margaret Tennant; Mrs Mary Morrison; Miss Molly Forsyth.

Membership High and Low     72 members 17 members

At a meeting held in Urquhart Public hall on 2nd November 1949, at the instigation of Miss Janet 
Dean, Jointurelands it was decided to form a branch of SWRI to be known as Urquhart and District 
WRI.  meetings were to be held on the first Wednesday of each month.  Miss Isobel Brown the long 
time Federation Secretary advised proceedings and Lady Margaret Tennant accepted the post of 
President.  With a membership of 60 and paying a subscription of 2/- (10p) we entered 
enthusiastically into Rural events such as the Morayshire Farmers Club Show, and foundations were 
laid for events which are still on-going, although over the years customs have changed.  In our early 
years, bus outings were greatly enjoyed, as travel during the war years had been limited, and many 
families still had no car.  Nowadays we go on evening outings by car.

Our Christmas parties always finished up with a surplus of food which was distributed among 
various Homes, this evolved into collecting baked gifts for Andersons and personal toiletries as gifts 
for Spynie.  Nowadays we collect gifts at Christmas for young adult social work clients.

At Federation level Urquhart has been well represented, a Federation Chairman, 3 Federation Vice 
Chairmen, A Social Secretary, 2 Magazine Secretaries, a Housewives and Handcrafts Secretary. In 
the East Moray Group, Urquhart has also played its part by providing several office bearers over the 
years.

Urquhart has always entered enthusiastically into Federation events, and on occasion we have been 
fortunate enough to represent the Federation in national competitions, our Matter of Opinion Team 
has represented Moray and Nairn at least twice.  At local level our quiz teams have been successful 
at least 3 times, and we have always enjoyed taking part in the Federation Quiz, Matter of Opinion 
and Variations on a Theme competitions.  

In the early 1990s a team from Urquhart entered the Grampian TV Top Club competition and 
reached the semi-finals, cheered on by a busload of supporters.



Urquhart enthusiastically entered the Farmers Club Shows and latterly the  Federation Exhibitions, 
and has had some success, winning the Fyffe Cup for Plain Sewing, the cup for best overall exhibit, 
and also an early win in the co-operative section. 

Members have taken part in housewives and handcrafts tests over the years and have attained very 
high standards, currently 2 members are qualified Housewives Judges.

For many years we enjoyed an annual visit to Innes House as the guests of Sir Ian and Lady 
Margaret Tennant, and when the Innes House gardens were opened to the public, we baked and 
served teas.

Memories from Miss Molly Forsyth  

1952  The death of King George the sixth happened on the morning of what should have been our 
Burns’ Supper - cancelled of course, - and most of the day was spent advising members, guests, 
butcher, and cooks.  There were so few phones in those days and our members were scattered 
throughout the area.

1959 Sitting on the lawn at Innes House with a group of ACWW guests one sunny afternoon, after 
lunch in Fochabers, being questioned about Colin Tennant, who was one of Princess Margaret’s 
group and convincing them that he didn’t stay at Innes.

1968 A very personal memory of my first day as the sole female member of Moray Council, being 
welcomed by the words of so many - “my wife knows you through the Rural”!



AULDEARN 

Date Formed 5th November 1952 (sadly, Auldearn closed in 2012)

Meeting Place  Auldearn School

First Meeting 5th November 1952

Honorary Members Mrs Stark, Mrs Fraser, Mrs McIntosh, Mrs McKenzie

List of Presidents Mrs Minton, Mrs Coutts, Mrs McDougall, Ms K Ross, Mrs J Fraser,
 Mrs Leslie, Miss McAndrew, Mrs McEwan

List of Founder Members Mrs Stark, Mrs Fraser, Mrs McIntosh, Mrs McKenzie

Membership High and Low 69  24

How do you condense 45 years into a short history?

I began by asking some of our founder members who still regularly attend meeting, what their 
memories were-  in unison they declared without doubt that it was the fun we had in our concert 
party, entertaining visiting Rurals, our own members and friends.  The sketches they remembered 
particularly well included, Barbara Moore’s Walk, Teddy bears’ Picnic, cottar’s Saturday Night, 
Tinkers Wedding.  The regret is that so many of those who took part are no longer with us.

Auldearn is the youngest Rural in Nairnshire, it was formed in 1952 - the year that equal pay for 
women was given all party support in the Commons - an auspicious year.
The meetings were held in Auldearn School, and though some members complained of the 
uncomfortable seating, the members continued to meet there until 1973 when the Dunbar Memorial 
Hall was the venue for meetings as it is today.
Initially members paid 2/6 subscription, plus 6d for tea.  As well as a speaker or demonstrator , 2 
members were delegated to provide entertainment at each meeting.  The National Anthem was sung 
at the close of each meeting.

A Committee was formed and a syllabus was drawn up.  The first President was Mrs Minton who 
continued in Office until 1968, she received the OBE in 1961 for her service to the Red Cross, she 
died in 197The first demonstration was glove making and the first competition was the best 
Christmas present for 3/6(17½p).  Delegates were appointed to attend Central Council and 
federation meetings.  A fee of 6d (2½p) was charged to join the H&H guild.  before the days of 
residential schools a craft van toured the area and demonstrations were given.

Competing in the Nairnshire Farming Society Show WRI section was a must, and in the first year 
they competed, Auldearn came third in the handcrafts section, ” a weekend suitcase containing 8 
articles” the housewives section was, “a picnic for 2”.  Over the years Auldearn has continued to 
support the Nairn Show competition, also the  Federation Exhibition and the Nairn Exhibition, the 
RHS at Inverness in 1956 and Ingliston in 1974,84,94.



After its launch, the Rural went from strength to strength and membership rose to 63, the president 
noted at the end of the first year how well things had gone.

Funds were so healthy that they were able to buy WRI china cups saucers and plates, these were 
added to over the years; a1959 entry stated 2½ doz. cups and saucers at a cost of £6.15/- ( £6.75).  A 
tablecloth was made and embroidered with the WRI badge by Miss Archibald and 6 other members 
at a cost of £5 for materials; it is still in regular use.  Main fundraisers were an Annual Whist Drive 
(33 tables), a large annual raffle, Bring and Buy sales, and Daffodil Teas.

Lots of entertaining was done inviting neighbouring institutes, several of whom are no longer in 
existence eg Clunas and Dyke.  Reading through the Committee Minute Book  - preparing for 
entertaining was a regular entry.  The exact type of sandwich filling - the exact colour of jelly which 
each member would bring, jelly and ice cream was a ‘must’ at Rural parties.  Entertainment 
included Beetle Drives or Military whist and always dancing.

A regular feature was the provision of a bus run for the residents of Balblair Home Nairn.  Tea at 
Auldearn and of course entertainment by the concert party.  This took place in September each year 
and fruit and sweet were gifted to the residents in June when members visited them.  Another 
annual event was the Childrens’ Party - either at Easter or Hallowe’en when a fancy dress parade 
was organised.

WRI outings for members were a highlight of the year.  Garve was the first outing to be arranged 
when 60 members paid 6/6 (32p) and the bus cost £11.  Aberdeen was a popular ‘run’.  One group 
meeting to Perth by rail in 1961 cost £2.10/- (£2.50) and included coffee, lunch and high tea!  A sail 
on the Caledonian Canal in 1963 - 15/- (75p).

In true WRI custom, donations were given annually to various good causes and charities - the Korea 
Relief Fund; Red Cross: Guide Dogs;  local charities and when funds allowed, coal for the local 
senior citizens. In 1953 Auldearn received a parcel of sweets and tinned food from Australia, this 
was much appreciated.

Demonstrations were many and varied - 1955 a Hoover steam iron was demonstrated, as was a 
Hoover electric sweeper with tools!  Travel talks were a regular feature  and the advent of coloured 
slides was wonderful.  Classes on decimal currency in 1968; speech making class; Japanese floral 
art; Drama; canvas work to mention just a few.  All were well attended.  

Competitions for bowling, golf, matter of opinion, what’s my line, choir competitions.

In more recent years members have visited McDermotts yard at Ardersier, and Raigmore hospital.

A regular feature which brightened dark January nights was the Rural Burns Supper.  members who 
lived near the hall cooked the neeps, tatties and haggis, and could be seen rushing down the High 
Street carrying steaming hot pans before the 7.30pm deadline.

Meetings are still held on the 2nd Wednesday of the Month, and over the years, very few meetings 
have had to be cancelled - the odd one or two because of stormy weather;  in 1973 because of a 
Government State of Emergency, power restrictions were imposed and a ban on heating meant  the 
cancellation of a whist drive and the Christmas Party.  members continued the monthly meetings 
and brought paraffin stoves to heat the kitchen.

Auldearn today has fewer members, but seems to be just as keen and busy as their predecessors 
were.



GLENFERNESS

Date Formed Originally 12th July 1928, re-opened 19th April1951 
(Sadly Glenferness has closed)

Meeting Place Glenferness School, Glenferness Hall

First Meeting 19th April 1951

Honorary members

List of Presidents Mrs C Masson, Mrs Kinnaird, Mrs E Masson, Mrs Urquhart, Mrs Nicolson

List of Founder Members Mrs A Stuart
Membership High and Low  1958 - 33 members ,  latterly 18

Glenferness is in the parish of Ardclach in Nairnshire, the name means “Height of the Stones”.  On 
July 12th 1928, the second WRI in Nairnshire was formed at Glenferness and was active for a 
number of years but was forced to close in 1936 due to falling membership.  

The institute re-opened in 1951 with 18 members, when the first president was Mrs C Masson of 
The Smiddy in Glenferness who took an active part in the institute, members were delighted when 
she was able to cut the 21st birthday cake just before her 88th birthday.  Her daughter, Mrs Annabel 
Stuart is one of our founder members who regularly attends meetings.

Meetings were held in the school until September 1959 when the hall opened.

Happy memories are of taking part in the Nairn Holiday week  “Decorated Lorry” competitions, the 
first time with an entry entitled “The Sporting Glens”, another popular entry was “A Nicht in the 
Bothy ”. 

The first Burns Supper was held on 8th January 1952 in the School, when 16lbs of haggis was 
consumed!  Social evenings and Halloween parties were held annually for many years but sadly no 
longer.  Whist drives have been popular fund raisers.

Since 1955 a good number of members have gained 1st Class Certificates - some with Honours - in 
Housewives, Handcrafts, and Floral Art Tests.  members have also had considerable success in the 
Nairnshire Farming Society’s Annual Show, the Federation Exhibition in Elgin, Federation 
competitions and the Nairnshire Exhibition.





EDINKILLIE

Date Formed October 1950 ( sadly, Edinkillie has closed)

Meeting Place Edinkillie Hall

First Meeting 30th October 1950

Honorary members Mrs G Laing, Mrs M Green, Miss M L Murray

List of Presidents Mrs Mackay; Miss Milne; Mrs Winchester; Mrs Grant; Mrs McIver; 
Mrs Duff; Mrs Falconer; Mrs Boag & Mrs Young Joint Presidents; 
Mrs Coutts; Mrs Nicolson; Mrs Boag; Mrs Young; Mrs Anstruther; 
Mrs Turner;  Miss Murray; Mrs Young; Mrs Munro & Mrs Finch Joint 
Presidents; Mrs Finch.

List of Founder Members Mrs Mackay, Miss Robertson, Misses Milne, Mrs Winchester, Miss 
McIntosh, Mrs and Miss Pozzi, Mrs Grant, Mrs Coutts, Mrs Nicol,  
Mrs Fraser. Mrs and Miss Grant, Mrs and Miss Bisset, Mrs Morrison,.  
Mrs Bridgeford, Mrs Leith, Mrs Riach, Mrs Pratt, Mrs Calder, Mrs Green, 
Mrs Falconer, Miss Hay, Miss Taylor, Miss Campbell, 
Mrs and Miss McTavish,.

Membership High and Low 50+ members 20 members

Honorary Memberships were awarded to Mrs G Laing, Mrs M Green and Miss M L Murray 

The foundation of the Institute was instigated by Mrs MacKay, Tamdhu Cottage, Dunphail and at 
the first meeting she was elected President.  Initially membership was over fifty, but gradually 
numbers have declined, perhaps because of changing social patterns in rural areas. Recently the 
membership has hovered near the twenty mark. Over the years  the school and both the Post Offices 
have closed, but the Rural still goes forward.
 
During the years members have shown their skills in different ways; baking, sewing, crochet, 
knitting, drama and quizzes.  A display was given by members of a keep fit routine, complete with 
leotards, at a West Group meeting some years ago. Edinkillie was chosen to present a play for the 
50th birthday celebrations for the Federation in Elgin Town Hall.
Edinkillie celebrated their 50th Birthday in October 2000 with a party in the Hall with Founder 
members as guests.

One little anecdote - ‘ My neighbour knocked on the door to ask if I was going to the Rural. “ Oh 
no, its far too snowy a night, and besides I’ve not done anything for the competition”  “Och,” said 
my neighbour “ you just come and you can have some of my girdle scones for the competition.”.  
So off we went and when the competition was judged , by a Master Baker, I got first prize and my 
neighbour was not placed!!’





ALTYRE

Date Formed 2nd November, 1938

Meeting Place Club Room, Altyre Estate

First Meeting 13th November, 1938

President Lady Gordon-Cumming, Blairs House
V. President Mrs. McCallum, Cothall House
Secretary Miss Lindsay, Blairs Farm
Treasurer Miss Grant, Victoria Hotel, Forres
Committee Mrs. McLeod

Mrs. Anderson
Mrs. Harper

Mrs. Nicol

Subscription 2/-

Membership High and Low 44 13

Institute Closed May 1975



ALVES

Date Formed 15th October, 1931

Meeting Place Alves School

First Meeting 25th November, 1931

President Mrs. Mackessack, Ardgye
V. President Mrs. Mackessack Leitch, Carden
Secretary Miss Ferguson, Monaughty
Treasurer Miss Harper, Crook of Alves
Committee Mrs. Macdonald, Ardgye

Mrs. Stephen Taylor
Mrs. McCook
Mrs. Ross, Coltfield
Miss Ingram
Mrs. Grant, Inchstellie
Miss Junor, Bridgend
41 Members

Subscription 2/-

Membership High and Low 56 27

Institute Closed June 1966



CARRON& DISTRICT

Date Formed 13th January, 1930

Meeting Place Carron Village Hall or School

First Meeting 27th January, 1930

President Miss McHaffie, Wester Tambrick
V. President Mrs. Kinnaird, Dailnaine
Secretary Miss Mitchell, Corona
Treasurer Mrs. Blair, Canon
Committee Mrs. McQueen

Mrs. Peddle
Mrs. Jamieson
Miss Donald
Mrs. Kennedy

Mrs. Ramsay
35 Members

Subscription 2/-

Membership High and Low 39 18

Institute Closed May, 1992



CLUNAS

Date Formed 30th September, 1935

Meting Place Clunas School

First Meeting 30th September, 1935

President Mrs. Dick, Schoolhouse
V. President Mrs. Macdonald, Knockaneorn
Sec. & Treas Mrs. Munro, Old Schoolhouse .
Committee Miss Maclean, Wester Tomloan

 Mrs. Mackintosh, Knockaneorn
Mrs. Baillie. Cawdor

16 Members
Subscription n/a

Membership High and Low 21 11

Institute Closed December, 1964

Clunas met on the Wednesday nearest the full moon so that members could make use of the 
moonlight as many of them had to walk 4 or 5 miles to attend meetings. This Institute also had a 
monthly collection of surplus eggs which were then donated to local hospitals and a Convalescent 
Home.



DYKE

Date Formed 24th June, 1925

Meeting Place Dyke School

First Meeting July, 1925

President Mrs. Brodie of Brodie
V. President Mrs. Allan, Earlsmill
Secretaries Elizabeth Macrae, Woodend

Bertha Anderson, Feddan, Brodie
Treasurer Miss Margaret McIntosh, The Ship. Dyke
Committee Mrs. Burgess, Schoolhouse

Mrs. Innes, Dyke
Mrs. Dawson. U.F. Manse
Mrs. Robertson, Banarach
Mrs. Warnoch, The Manse
Mrs. Mackay, Dalvey Gardens
Miss Morrison, Brodie Mains

56 Members

Subscription 2/-

Membership High and Low 97 7

Institute Closed June, 1994



KELLAS

Date Formed 25th September, 1928

Meeting Place Kellas Hall

First Meeting 23rd October, 1928

President Mrs. Christie, Kellas House
V. President Mrs. Milne, The Mains
Secretary Mrs. Ross, The Schoolhouse
Treasurer Mrs. Norrie, The Post Office
Committee Mrs. Gregor

Mrs. Robertson
Mrs. Duncan
Miss Bluntoch

21 Members
Subscription 2/-

Membership High and Low 25 14

Institute Closed December, 1943

At Kellas in 1930, Miss Brown of Dipple gave a demonstration of Stencilling - a new decorating 
idea



MILTONBRAE

Date Formed 20th September, 1929

Meeting Place Mosstowie School

First Meeting 15th October, 1929

President Mrs. Morgan, Mosstowie Schoolhouse
V. President Mrs. Melvin, Mossend
Secretary Miss Forbes, Mosstowie School
Treasurer Miss Cattanach, Wester Manbeen
Committee Mrs. Anderson

Mrs. Beattie
Miss Edwards
Miss Murdoch
Mrs. Sinclair

33 Members

Subscription 2/-

Membership High and Low 50 13

Institute closed October, 1932



PLUSCARDEN

Date Formed 19th September, 1929

Meeting Place Pluscarden School

First Meeting 15th October, 1929

President Mrs. Norman, Westerton House
V. President Mrs. Cumming, Milton
Secretary Miss Masson, Overton
Treasurer Miss Chisholm, Castlehill
Committee Mrs. Milne, The Schoolhouse

Miss McDonald, Foresterseat
Miss Cook, Abbeylands
Miss Gallon, Croy

20 Members
Membership High and Low  n/a

Institute Closed Spring 1945



SPEY BAY
Date Formed 31st January, 1930

Meeting Place Bogmoor Public School

First Meeting 13th February, 1930

President Miss Hutcheson, Morven, Spey Bay
V. President Mrs. McKenzie, Auchenreath
Secretary Miss Helen Palmer, Tynet
Treasurer Mrs. Duncan, Langhome

45 Members

Subscription 2/-

Membership High and Low n/a

Institute Closed 1946 and Reformed in 1962 to close again in 1997

The following poem was amongst the ‘treasures’ of a President Mrs. Margaret Robertson
“Who would be a Secretary”
If a secretary sends a letter it is too long
If she sends a postcard it is too short
If she offers a suggestion she’s a know-all
If she says nothing she’s useless
If the attendance is poor she should have called the members up
If she calls them up she’s a pest
If she asks a members for her subscription she’s over keen
If she doesn’t she’s lazy
If the meetings a success the committee gets the praise
If its a failure the secretary gets the blame
If she asks for advice she’s incompetent
If she doesn’t she’s swollen headed

Ashes to ashes dust to dust
If the others won’t do it the Secretary must


	THE 1920’s When Cranloch Institute was formed in 1923, the annual subscription was
	Now like every other club our numbers are dropping

	Basket Whist And Dance. The Lethen W.R.I. held a basket whist Drive in Fornighty School on March 2nd 1952, Organised by Miss Ann MacGillivary, Miss Betty Mackenzie and Miss Margaret MacKintosh. Mr J Taylor was card master. At the close of play Mrs Brodie president presented the prizes to the following winners. Ladies 1st Mrs Campbell (jun) Earlseat 2nd Mrs Mackenzie Braevail Consolation Miss Ann MacGillivary travelling prize Mrs Campbell (jun) Men 1st Mr J Fraser Clune 2nd Mr M MacKintosh Fleenasmill consolation Mr W Johnstone. A dance followed music being supplied by the Lethen Band and Mr Webster acted as M C.
	£16 16/- was realised. D Brodie
	Golden Anniversary 1975 By skilful dedication, the ladies of Lethen W.R.I. transformed Fornighty Hall into something approaching banquet hail standards and this was the setting for Lethen’s Golden Jubilee Party. Approximately 100 member and guests including Mrs Houldsworth president of Moray & Nairn Federation and the Presidents and members of the Auldearn, Cawdor, Delnies, Geddes, and Glenferness institutes attended. Lethen president Mrs Smart in her speech of welcome expressed delight at the excellent turnout. Mrs Brodie Hon President then reminisced on the history of Lethen Institute from its first meetings which were held in the January in the village to the present day, She also expressed the members pleasure at having two of the founder members at the party Two of the founder members Mrs Mitchell who acted as secretaly for 20years and Mrs McIntosh an equally active member for many years. Mrs Brodie presented to Mrs Smart a beautiful silver Inkstand to commemorate the occasion. This was accepted on behalf of the Rural with profound thanks. The two founder members were invited to cut the magnificent birthday cake a creation combining the baking skill of Mrs Stewart and the imaginative icing decoration of Mrs Ross. After an enterprising game involving matchboxes the company were treated to some excellent entertainment by way of the music and singing of the Toby Macarthur Quartet consisting of Mr H Macdonnel (spoons) Mr J Watt (harmonica) Mr H Macarthur (accordion) and Mr M Macgregor (vocalist) A most excellent tea was served which was enjoyed by all. Mrs Allan lived up to her well earned reputation as a reciter of amusing poems Mrs Smart then explained that at enomnous expense the next turn had been brought up from London and introduced Mr Bruce MacSyth (Mrs Tulloch) and his beautiful hostess Angina ( Mrs Samuel) MacSyth (didn’t he do well) in turn introduced the eight who wanted to generate. These turned out to be The Rev Crumpet, Mrs Smellie and her rascally son Freddie, Mrs Wigglebottom and her daughter Winnie, MissTake a teacher and her niece Bridie McGonagle. The parts were played by Mrs D Stewart Miss Robertson Mrs Atkin Mrs Clark Mrs Morrow Mrs Walker Mrs Allan Mrs Gemmell and judging by the audiences reaction their antics were highly appreciated. A Minton Vase was donated by Lethen past president Miss McIntosh and a box of Camellias donated by Mrs Brodie were raffled and won by Mrs Ross Lethen and Mrs Watt Auldeam First in the golden bulb competition went to Mrs Macarthur with Mrs Fraser in 2nd place Mrs Smart concluded the evening by thanking the various entertainers for their effort and also thanked all assembled for their attendance and their much appreciated gifts Mrs Houldsworth proposed a vote of thanks to the Lethen Institute on behalf of the guests. All in all, it was a night to be remembered. J Smart.
	On Joining Lethen W.R.I. In 1936 - by Mrs Mary Allan
	NORTH EAST 15 MINUTE COMPETITION On 4th March 1996 “Lethen Lights” entered the 15 minute competition in Applegrove School Forres. They came in first, and went forward to the next stage at Elgin on Saturday 13th April they were second. “Lethen Lights” did a very good variety show had great fun Practising and were happy at the outcome.
	On Wednesday February 26th “Lethen Lights’ entertained at a concert in Nairn in aid of Church birthday celebrations. Over £300 was raised, for what turned out to be a grand effort by the girls. The first half was a 30 minutes of variety and the second half took on a Western Theme with songs and line dancing.

	Meeting Places Clackmarras School 1925-1928 on Thursdays nearest the full moon for ease of travel at night, Fogwatt hall until 1936, Rented hut at Whitegates, Longmorn. (Meeting described by visiting area organiser as rather dismal, due mainly to the poor lighting - paraffin - and surroundings). Institute purchased a Nissen hut in 1948 ,which cost £90, and then £100 to equip and erect on the road to Longmorn Distillery. In 1965 repairs and maintenance costs were too high and the hut was sold and the Institute moved back to Fogwatt hall.
	Memories from Miss Molly Forsyth

