
AN ASSOCIATION with 
Keith Cricket Club span-
ning over 60 years has seen 
a local man enjoy a lot of 
laughs and memorable es-
capades.

Jimmy Green, of Taylor 
Road, Keith, started playing 
with the local team in 1950 
when he was a teenager. 
Throughout the years he 
has played for the team, um-
pired, coached and even cut 
the grass on the wicket. To-
day he continues to keep the 
scores and is a long-serving 
committee member.

For over 25 years Jimmy 
has been writing the cricket 
reports in ‘The Banffshire 
Herald’ under the guise of 
‘Our man from the cov-
ers’ or ‘Our man from the 
boundary’.

His love of cricket started 
in 1948 when he travelled 
to Aberdeen to see the test 
match between Australia 
and Scotland. The match 
was part of the last tour of 
the legendary Don Brad-
man.

Jimmy said: “Don Brad-
man scored 123 not out. Af-
ter that match I had a dream 
that I would tour with the 
Scotland team as a baggage-
man, of course that never 
happened though.

“I remember Don Brad-
man went to Balmoral to 
meet the King and Queen 

Jimmy Green has been involved with Keith Crick-
et Club for over 60 years. (BH Photo).

Keith Cricket Club from circa 1974. Jimmy Green is pictured front, second left. His brothers Ally and 
Stewart are pictured in the back row, fourth and sixth left respectively. Jimmy’s son Neil is pictured 
on the left. (BH Photo).

Keith Cricket Club’s finest moment when they received the League trophy in 1996. Jimmy Green is pictured front, right. (BH Photo).

CRICKET

JIMMY’S ‘NOT OUT’ YET

after that. His performance 
has never been bettered.

“I went home after that 
match and decided that I 
could make a bat out of a 
piece of wood. I did that and 
played cricket in the farm 
close with my brothers and 
friends and, of course, we 
broke some windows. 

“Others in the area started 
to join in. While playing in 
the park we were spotted 
and invited to practice with 
the Keith club. Keith had not 
long joined the league at the 
time.”

Jimmy finished playing 
cricket in the early 80s but 
still carried on his involve-

ment with the club.
Along with brother Stew-

art, Jimmy completed a 10-
week coaching course which 
led to him encouraging 
youngsters to try the sport. 
He soon began umpiring 
matches, which he did for 
over 25 years.

Jimmy said: “The North 
of Scotland Cricket Asso-
ciation celebrated their cen-
tenary year in 1992-3 and I 
was very proud to be asked 
to umpire two matches that 
year. 

“I umpired when York-
shire came to Nairn and 
Kent played Huntly. It was a 
great honour. 

“I remember that during 
the Yorkshire match I had 
Stuart Hartley come up to 
me in the first over, after I 
had declared ‘not out’. He 
took off my glasses, gave 
them a clean, gave them 
back to me and said: “There, 
you might see better now.”

A photograph of Jimmy 
umpiring at Nairn featured 
on the front cover of ‘The 
Scottish Cricketer’ in July 
1997. 

That day proved memo-
rable for Jimmy for so many 
reasons. Richard Richard-
son, the West Indies Cap-
tain, played for Yorkshire 
that year and Jimmy had the 
honour of joining him for a 
cup of tea and a chat after the 
match.

Jimmy said: “I have had 
a long, happy, hard work-
ing spell with Keith Cricket 
Club. There has been a lot of 
laughs and escapades.

“Throughout my many 
years involved with Keith 
Cricket Club I have been 
very fortunate to meet some 
fairly famous players.”

The year 1996 was Keith 
Cricket Club’s finest and 
Jimmy has fond, proud 
memories of the team win-
ning both the Cup and the 

League that year, for the first 
time.

Keith clinched the 
League championship fol-
lowing a home win against 
Highland, in front of a large 
crowd of spectators. The 
Association President Bill 
Dishington presented the 
trophy to the proud Keith 
captain Richard Semple. 

Over the years Jimmy 
has been recognised for his 
long service and dedication. 
He received a long service 
award from the club and an 
Umpires Medal. He was pre-
sented with an Achievement 
Award in 1999 from the 
North of Scotland Cricket 
Association.

The Green family in 
Keith have been stalwarts 
in the success of the Keith 
Cricket Club for many years. 
Jimmy’s son Neil played 
with the club from the age 
of nine years old. He was 
needed to make up numbers 

for a team to play Inverness 
on one occasion but he con-
tinued playing for the club 
and only gave up his bat and 
ball last year.

Keith Cricket Club are al-
ways on the lookout for new 
players and are currently 
focussing on encouraging 
youngsters to join the team. 
The club recently received 
£200 from the Keith Build-
er’s Merchant Community 
Fund which is to be used 
in their bid to attract more 
youngsters to the sport.

“We are very grateful to 
Keith Builder’s Merchants 
for their support,” said Jim-
my. “We also thank all our 
sponsors who give gener-
ously to the club. We are al-
ways on the lookout for new 
players.

“I have really enjoyed 
my time with Keith Cricket 
Club and will continue to 
play an active part in the club 
in whatever way I can.”


