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The Moray Heritage Memory Project continues in Morayshire. Over 270 older 

residents of Moray (65+) have taken part in the project by contributing their 

memories of their first jobs and lost skills. It is a joint partnership between Moray 

Libraries, Schools, Community Services and the Royal Voluntary Service. Residents 

from the Tomintoul area have contributed including memories from the Tomnabat 

Sheltered Housing and those who attend the Tomintoul Ball Group. 

Isabella Irvine spoke about her work as a maid at Clashnoir Farm near Tomintoul. 

She was given a room in the garrett of the house, starting work each day at 5 a.m. 

by cleaning and making the breakfasts. Her uniform was an apron over her normal 

clothes. For dinner she often made sheep’s head soup, which was prepared in a 

special way.  

Judith McMeekin started earning a living at the age of 12, by collecting and selling 

bags of coke in her local village of Millom in Cumbria. It was hard work but she was 

able to keep the profits. 

Ron Martin worked as a gamekeeper on the Dunnecht Estate, bringing up young 

pheasants in rearing pens and catching rabbit with traps.  

Working in small shops has been a popular first job. Jesse Stuart worked in a 

grocery shop and had to weigh out all the sugar, flour, barley etc... in brown bags. 

Cheese was sold from a large truckle.  

Not all the memories are from those who started their lives in the UK. Ursula 

McIntosh talks about her early working life in Germany.  

All the added memories form the Tomintoul area alongside the ones from Older 

Moray residents cover a wide range of workplaces. Some jobs e.g. horse ploughing 

are no longer with us as are some of the life experiences such as National Service 

but others such as fishing are still here even if the workplace has changed in many 

ways from the past.  

If you would like to contribute a memory or would like to help volunteer with the 

project please contact Claire Griffiths, Service Manager by email on 

claire.griffiths@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk or by phone on 07525 237093. Project 

work continues throughout Moray with talks to local groups, visits to local events and 

educational work in the schools. Please see the website for details. 

 

www.moraymemories.co.uk 

mailto:claire.griffiths@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk

